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OOD advertising performs a double service. It 
G enlarges the field of the producer and it broad- 
ens the vision of the reader. The Sunday School . 
Times strives to present only good advertising. Are 

you profiting by it? 








“What Man. of You?” 
Matthew 7:9-11 
By William J. May 
PRAYED for shining stones 
That glittered in the light, 
Afire with dancing gleams, 
All made for heart's delight. 

‘ Upon my hands upraised in prayer, 
He, smiling, laid plain bread. 
With bitter tears f turned away, 

Then — found my soul was fed. 


I prayed-for serpents coiled, 
With-rainbow colors bright, 

Swift, tiny eyes ashine ae 
With cunning’s piercing light. 

Upon my hands upraised in prayer 
Some fish he gently-laid. 

I mourned the serpents He denied, 
Then — saw His love displayed. 

I prayed for scorpions fierce, 
Nor ever feared their sting. 

I dreamed my asking wisest far, 
Then, ’mid my murmuring 

Upon my hands upraised in prayer 
An egg, —I laughed in scorn. 

Till, from the gift He forced on me 
My happiness was born. 








Is Desire for Salvation Selfish? 


Does God want men to want to be saved? It is 
a popular expression of Modernism, to-day, to imply 
that God does not. “Men like to assume a very. high 
altitude of heroism and unselfish service when they 
proclaim that their.own salvation means nothing to 


them. Collier’s recently published an article on the ; 


old theme, “Why I am not a Church. Member,” and 
the writer “humbly” declares: “The idea of saving my 
soul does not interest me. The idea of saving other 
souls does not seem at all important. But I have the 
heart of an adventurer and a real eagerness ‘to find 
those who would go with me and strengthen me in 
quest of the ideal of Jesus. I have not found such 
in the Church.” The writer does not say, in his eager- 
ness to follow Jesus, what he does with the Lord 
Jesus’ word, “Fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which 


(2324). 


is able to. destroy both soul and body in hell”; and again 
the. Lord’s word; “For God. so Jeyed the world, that 
he: gave his: only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” The idea that to long for life instead of death 
is selfish comes not from from Satan. It is 
as though a sick man, turned loose in a hospital of sick 
people, should: say, “The idea of getting well does 
not interest me; the idea of helping these others to get 
well does not seem at all important. But I have the 
heart of an adventurer and a real eagerness to find 
those who would go with me and strengthen me in 
quest of the ideal of the Great Physician.” God longs 
to have meh long to be saved; and then God is able to 


save men. 
Fat 


Paul, John, and Peter 


There is only one Gospel,— but the Holy Spirit 
directed certain men of old to stress different aspects 
of that one Gospel. Paul calis it “my Gospel,” be- 
cause to Paul was unfolded “the fulness of the bless- 
ing of the Gospel of Christ” for the Church and the 
world of all time. John believed in Paul’s Gospel, and 
Peter believed in Paul’s Gospel, and so doés every 
saved soul, Paget Wilkes, of the Japan Evangelistic 
Band, has‘ call . gts % Save ue —- 
given respectively by Pa ohn, and Peter, upon 
result in a human life that receives the Gospel. Paul’s 
great e is is that we are made Free —by Christ’s 
death. John’s great emphasis is that we are made 
Clean —by Christ’s blood. Peter’s great emphasis is 
that we are made "Whole —by Christ's stripes. “Our 
old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin” 
(Rom. 6: 6, 7). “The .blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). “Jesus Christ 
maketh thee whole” (Acts 9:34). “Who his own self 
bare our sins ih his own body on the tree, that we, be- 
ing dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by 
whose ee Fe were healed [or, made whole|” (1 Pet. 

is the condition in which God asks us 


to werk at the blackboard a. problem illustrat- 


A’ A teacher will call out from a class one pupil 
ing’ the princiaies being taught, so God—the 


‘Great Educator —called Israel out from the nations 





to illustrate in the Theocraty the principles of Divine 
Government.. The record of their failures was made, 
we are expressly told in 1 Corinthians 10: 11, “for our 
admonition upon whom the ends of the age have come.” 
As Dr. Pierson phrased it once, “History is HIS 
STORY.” 

So little is this understood, however, that a recently 
published article in “The China Christian Advocate” 
said: “Most of our theological seminaries have cur- 
riculums pretty well covered with cobwebs. ... Let us 
not be afraid to cut out some of Paul, and when it 
comes to the Old Testament, welli!—we are not 
training Jewish rabbis in 100 B. C.” 

One who has been called “the greatest Bible ex- 
positor of the day,” Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, on the 
other hand, says: “God teaches men by history. In 
any given hour, if a man would know what God in- 
tends to reveal for that hour, one swre method is that 
he shall take time to consider the past and the lessons 
the past was intended to teach. In every hour. of diffi- 
culty men should listen for the yesterday cf experi- 
ence. and feacking. ; : 

In the light of Israel’s history, then, we ought to 

study thé present. problems that we might “know what 
Israel ought to do.” 
_ Unlike ordinary books of history, the Bible is not 
in text-book style. Interspersed with its genealogies, 
reigns of kings, dimensions of ritual furniture, and 
the like, are vivid, colorful narratives. 





This article is an address that was given at the annual 
meeting of the .Bible- Union of China held on Ki-kungshan, 
Honan, last August, by Miss Frances M. Boyce, Office Sec- 
retary of the Bible Union of China. 


to live, and enables us to live, moment by moment: 
free, clean, and whole, in Christ. 


a 
What Is Our Real Motive? 


It is possible apparently to serve God with a con- 
cealed selfish motive. There is a startling illustration 
of this in the career of the furious Jehu. In the very 
beginning of the prophet Hosea’s book, it was said 
to him by Jehovah, “I will avenge the blood of Jez- 
reel upon the house of Jehu.” At. Jezreel, Jehu slew 
Jezebel. He slew the seventy sons of Ahab, and had 
their heads sent to him at Jezreel. “Jehu slew all 
that remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, all 
his great men, and his kinfolks, and his priests, until 
he left him none. remaining.” And this complete 
Slaughter was exactly what Jehovah told Jehu to exe- 
cute. The son of the prophet who had been sent by 
Elisha to anoint Jehu said to him: “Thou shalt smite 
the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the 
blood of my servants the prophets . .. at the hands 
of Jezebel” (2 Kings 9:7). God rewarded Jehu for 
this extermination with four generations on the throne. 
Why then is the blood of Jezreel to: be avenged upon 
the house of Jehu? The answer must be found in a 
careful study of the whole career of Jehu. He should 
have utterly exterminated idolatry. He did exter- 
minate Baal-worskip, but he faifed to exterminate the 
calf-worship that Jeroboam had instituted. Here the 
selfishness of Jehu becomes apparent. Baal worshipers 
belonged to the Ahab-Jezebel dynasty, and it was to 
the political interests of Jehu to get rid of them; but 
the kings of the Northern Kingdom feared that if 
they gave up calf-worship the ten tribes would go up 
to Jerusalem to worship, and this would eventually re- 
sult in national reunion, ‘so that the throne would re- 
vert to the tribe of Judah and the Northern Kingdom 
disappear. may have to chastise us for answer- 
ing his call and doing the work from a selfish stand- 
point. God may call a man, for instance, to the min- 
istry, and in time the salary. may become the motive 
of his.service rather. than the saving of lost souls. 
How careful we need to be not to trifle with God. 


An Ancient Trick and Its Modern Counterpart 


The best known Bible stories are those which are 
detailed and dramatic; but there are others which are 
as miniature snapshots’ or “thumb-nail portraits”; 
while a third class are undiscovered by the casual 
reader, because the facts are scattered, or implied rather 
than plainly stated, so that time and thought are needed 
to fit together the pieces of such “puzzle” narratives. 
One of this third class is a narrative with special “ad- 
monition” for God’s people in these “perilous times.” 

Early in the reign of Saul, he called the men of 
Israel to battle by a dramatic method, and because 
Jehovah — rejected but not dethroned — adapting Him- 
self to the monarchy which Israel had chosen, caused 
His fear to “fall upon” the people thus summoned, 
“they came out with one consent.” : 

_The army thus mobilized numbered 330,000 men. 
Since we read that they “slew” the Ammonites, we 
may make the deduction that they were equipped with 
swords in that battle. 

Samuel, true patriot and wise statesman, takes ad- 
vantage of-the wave of loyalty and rejoicing which 
followed the great victory, to “renew the kingdom,” 
reiterate Jehovah’s deliverances and recall their alle- 
giance to Him. The monarchy begins under most 
auspicious circumstances, 

One would expect next to read of development; of 
prosperity; of the following up of the conquest of - 
the Ammonites with that of the Philistines and other 
enemies under Israel’s new régime. Instead there is 
no record of any event until the third year of Saul’s 
reign. Then his attempt at mobilization and -attack 
are a dismal. failure. While the Philistines are “as 
the sand of the sea,” organized and united -for battle, 
so equipped as to strike terror into the Israelites, Saul’s 
small force of 3,000 men is soon reduced to 600, and 
these “followed trembling”; while the deserters fled te 
mountain fastnesses, hid in caves, cowered. in thickets, 
crouched in pits! We are puzzled to account for the 
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lack of morale after the victory in chapter 11. Near 
Pe a of chapter 13 we come suddenly upon a clue to 
it all. 

The army was weaponless! Apparently the fact was 
not realized or known, for we are told search was 
made for swords among the men of Israel. Not till 
then, it would seem, was the tragic fact known that, 
among all those summoned by the king, no soldier was 
able to bring with him a sword! Yet there is no rec- 
ord of any great battle in which the Philistines had 
possessed themselves of those 330,000 sworde wielded 
so effectively in conflict with the Ammonites. The 
disarmament of a nation must have been a cleverly de- 
signed, well-organized, and thoroughly successful 
scheme of the enemy. By guile, by strategy, by meth- 
ods which the Israelites perhaps did not resist, cer- 
tainly did not overcome, all their swords (save two) 
were taken from them. No wonder there was panic 
when “in the day of battle” they discovered their 
weaponless condition and faced the consequences of 
having given up their swords ! 

Not only so, but the Philistines —foreseeing the 
time when Israel would realize need of the sword and 
make new ones—captured every smithy in the land. 
“There was no smith found throughout all the land of 
Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make 
them swords or spears” (1 Sam. 13:19). 

A nation without a blacksmith in days when weapons 
of offense and defense were made and sharpened, not 
as in modern times in huge arsenals and factories for 
firearms, but in the local smithy! These were not 
destroyed; for we find that ploughshares and other 
farming implements were taken to the smithy, but a 
Philistine was in charge! 

One can imagine the scenes throughout the land 
when lads of high spirit and patriotic ideals went to 
the Philistines to get the tools sharpened! How they 
would hate the task! How Philistines of certain dis- 
position — for human nature is the same in all ages 
and climes— would delight to keep them waiting; 
would taunt them with not having a smithy of their 
own; would flourish before them a sharpened sword 
and challenge them to produce its fellow. How uneasy 
fathers and alarmed mothers would watch for the lad’s 
return and wish he had not been sent on that errand! 
More uneasy, when they found the experiences dupli- 
cated everywhere! And so, when the inevitable: day 
of battle came — panic-stricken, one and all. 

For the nation without a blacksmith meant the army 
without a weapon; and the soldier without a sword is 
also without courage. 

Now let us apply that “ensample” of history to the 
present day and the religious situation. God’s order 
of teaching is “first that which is natural, then that 
which is spiritual.” 

There has been no great battle between those who 
stand upon the truths of the whole Bible and those who 
deny its trustworthiness and cast suspicion upon the 
fundamental doctrines of Christianity. Had there 
been such, what a rallying of the forces of the church 
militant we should have seen! The enemy of souls 
planned otherwise. Quietly, insiduously, with a variety 
of stratagem during this whole generation past, he 
has been dispossessing God’s people of their swords 
and shields. 

A situation similiar to that in Saul’s day was de- 
scribed by Deborah in her song: “Was there a shield 
or spear seen among forty thousand?” One thinks of 
our Lord’s question, “When the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on the earth?” with the injunction 
to the Lord’s soldiers, “Take the shield of faith, where- 
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the devil.” And one hears of young folk going with 
faith and high enthusiasm for the cause of Christ 
to the colleges and theological seminaries, but ere they 
leave losing both weapons of offense and defense, 
faith gone, 

Seed-sowing well typifies the evangelistic work of 
missionaries; but educational institutions are fittingly 
illustrated by the work of a forge. A _ childhcod’s 
memory comes to me of standing at a smithy ‘door in 
England, being bidden to “See the pretty sparks!” 

emonstrations of school work, spectacular inci- 
dents in a report, are like the “sparks,” Steady as 
blacksmith’s blows upon the malleable metal, “while 
it is hot,” must be a teacher’s repeated lessons in the 
Scriptures upon the unformed minds and characters 
of the youth committed to their charge until faith is 
formed and established. 

Of course no “earthly story” can be a perfect pic- 
ture of “heavenly things,” and we know that “the 
sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God” is 
not made in the training institutions of any land, but 
in Christian schools and colleges youth learn to “pos- 
sess” this precious possession; to “sharpen” and to 
wield the “sword of the Spirit” in conflict with Satan 
and his forces of evil. 

Alas! that the majority of Christians have been “ig- 
norant of his devices” in placing in the schools and 
colleges those who, instead of sharpening for the re- 
cruit in the Church militant that weapon “sharper 
than a two-edged sword,” have gradually dispossessed 
him of his sword and made impossible to him re- 
equipment. The Philistines are in charge of our 
smithies! They are willing we shall “sharpen” our 
agricultural implements, for they want to share in the 
harvests we gather; but if we présent our swords for 

sharpening in that smithy — we get it back no more! 
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The lesson of that old-time story to all heads of 
schools, colleges, and theological seminaries is — 
“Guard your smithy.” 

Recently the head of an institution for training 
Chinese pastors came into the office of the Bible Union 
of China, paid for its “Bulletin” and. other ee 
to be sent to the reading room of his seminary, an 
asked advice about books which would provide an 
antidote to Modernism, which is bound to enter the 
most conservative seminary nowadays through its stu- 
dents and their reading of magazines subversive of 
Christian faith, He bought what he could and ordered 
other books recommended. That man was guarding 
his smithy! 

Even when the Philistine has got in, hold your 
smithy. Its founders were men and women of the old 
faith; its supporters are conservative who trust you 
to continue the institution on the lines cf its founda- 
tion charter. It is the Modernist who should honestly 
give way. Hold for God your “smithy” and insist 
that those teaching wrong doctrine shall depart. De- 
fend your smithy, remembering that “we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood” and that “the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal but mighty through God.” 

Did you notice that I did not quite finish that story 
in 1 Samuel 13? “With Saul and Jonathan swords 
were found.” I had thought, when writing these Bible 
stories for children, to entitle the third narrative: “The 
Soldier without a Sword.” Instead I wrote of -“The 
Sword without a Soldier.” My imagination played 
around those two lonely swords. “What are they 
among so many? 2?” “Lord, here are two swords. And 
He said, It is enough.” Where had those two swords 
been all through the period of Israel’s disarmament ? 
Had that “mighty man of valour, Kish,” ; 
effectually to resist the Philistines who came searching 





: JANUARY 17, 1925 


for and taking one by one the swords of Israel’s men? 
Had he hidden them where none had been able to dis- 
cover them? Had Samuel kept them and given them 
to Saul and his son as the two most fitted by position 
as well as valor to possess such? We do not know. 

But here again the incidertt has been’ “written for 
our learning and admonition.” Never’ before have | 
Bible societies printed and issued as many Bibles as; 
the last year or two. Yet the Bible without a Chris-{ 
tian warrior to wield this “Sword” can be of no real. 
service in the war with Satan and his hosts. The life: 
of the Christian must go with the Bible; the witness 
of the libs will be used by the Holy Spirit to send 
the sword thrust “home.” 

Dr. C. Malan, a famous divine of the last century, 
ever earnest in any opportunity of soul-winning, was. 
traveling in France at one time and began quoting 
some Scripture passages to a gentleman in the same 
railway train. “It is quite useless your quoting Bible 

verses to me,” the gentleman sneered; “I do not be- 
lieve in the Bible.” 

Malan replied quietly, “Disbelief in a sword 
would not rob it of its power to cut,” and he continued 
quoting verses about sin- and salvation, till the train 
stopped and the man got out. 

Years after, a gentleman came up to Dr. Malan and 
asked, “Do you remember me?” 

“No, have we met before?” answered Dr. Malan. 

“Indeed we have,” and the gentleman recalled the 


incident and continued: “You were right: I could not 
get the verses out of my mind, Fin I got a Bible 
and learned the way of salvation and have since been 


serving the Lord.” 

So let us be faithful, not only in preserving the 
sword and the smithy, but in wieldin 
the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of 


for. our God 





‘Moses at the Transfiguration 


In taking my class through the exceedingly in- 
teresting ‘“‘Whole Bible Sunday School Course,” I was 
asked the question, “In what body did Moses appear 
on the Mount of Transfiguration?” 

The question was suggested by the statement that, 
Moses had died and the Lord had buried him (Deut. 
34:5, 6); and the thought in the mind of the ques- 
tioner was that the Lord Jesus’is the “firstfruits” of the 
resurrection. Moses appeared with Elijah at the Trans- 
figuration. Elijah had been translated, not having seen 
death. Did he have a glorified body, as all believers will 
have at the Rapture, and did Moses have the same 
changed, glorified body? If this is so, what of the 
Scripture that Christ in his resurrection became “the 
firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15 :20)?—A New 
Jersey layman. 


These questions cannot be answered with finality, 
for the Scriptures do not give the answer. We can 
only draw certain inferences, which may or may not 
be correct. 

It is possible, for example, to understand the inspired 
statement in 1 Corinthians 15, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ in his resurrection was “the firstfruits of them 
that slept,” as referring primarily not to time, but to 
cause and effect. If indeed God gave Moses his glori- 
fied resurrection body at the time when he appeared on 
the mount of transfiguration with Christ (Matt. 17), 
we know that this: was made possible solely by the res- 
urrection of Christ, foreordained from the foundation 
of the world, even though the Lord’s resurrection did 
not occur until after the transfiguration. 

On. the other hand, it is possible to believe that the 
body in which Moses appeared with Christ on the 
mount was not Moses’ resurrection body, but his natu- 
ral body restored to him, as in the case of Lazarus 
raised from the dead, and other similar miracles that 
occurred in both Old and New Testament times, but 
none of which meant a resurrection body. In that 
case these various saints apparently died again, and © 
are awaiting their resurrection bodies at the coming 
of Christ. Thus we read, “But every man in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are 
Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 15:23). 

We are told (Luke 9:31) that Moses and Elijah 
on the Transfiguration mount with Christ “appeared in 
glory.” Does the expression “in glory” mean their res- 
urrection bodies, or only that they were within the 





“T am greedily devouzing every 
word that Mr. Scroggie brings to 
us through your columns, and he 
throws a wonderful, new light 
on some Scripture passages that I 
had thought myself fairly familiar 
with.”— An Indiana business man. 














shekinah cloud of glory that enveloped the Lord and 
these two men? he valuable Commentary of Jamie- 
son, Fausset, and Brown says: “The Transfiguration- 
4 of Moses and Elias was not their permanent 
resurrection-state, which shall not be till Christ shall 
come to glorify | his saints, for he has precedence before 
all in rising.’ 

Again, the Scripture in Hebrews 9: 27 is to be noted, 
that “it is appointed unto men once to die.” Some 
understand that all men are included in that Scripture, 
and therefore no individuals will be permitted of God 
to pass through the experience of death more than - 
once. In that case we are confronted by the problem, 
what occurred to Lazarus and others raised. from the 
dead when their second term of earthly life came to 
a close? 

As was said at the beginning of this editorial, when 
the Scriptures do not give us complete and final reve- 
lation concerning such questions, we dare not attempt 
any final answer. “For now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 

then shall I know even as also I am eee” (1 
Cor. 13:12). 
ao *: 


Should All Evolution Be Denied? 


When the Fundamentalists at the Fort Worth Con- 
ference condemned all schools and books that taught 
evolution in any form whatever, did they not put a club 
in the hands of their opponents? We all believe in 
evolution in the sense of development from the embry- 
onic state to maturity. Did they not go too far? I 
am decidedly anti-evolution in the sense in which Mod- 
ernists hold it—A Puzzled California Reader. - 


“Evolution” has a clearly recognized meaning that 
is irreconcilable with the truth revealed in the Word 

of God. Evolution, to-day, does not mean mere growth, 
such as from the child to the’adult, or from the embryo 
at conception until the time of birth. Evolution does 
not mean the growth of the acorn to the oak, of the 
bud to the full blown flower. We all believe in that, 
and the Lord declared it in the words, “First the blade, 
then the ear, after that thé full corn in the ear.” ~ 

Evolution is something fundamentally different. It 
means a never-ending law and power of change and 
self-improvement, passing on from one unit to another, 
or one individual to another, until one species has 
been transformed into another species, in flat contra- 
diction of God’s creation law, “herb yielding seed after 
his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was | 
in itself, after his kind”; and then God’s supreme 
creation, ' us make man in our image, after our 
likeness’; and again, “Adam .. . begat a son in his 
own likeness, after his image.” 

Furthermore, evolution denies the revelation and fact 
of man’s fall in sin, with the natural degeneration 
inherent in both man and nature as the result: Man 
and nature, left to themselves, go steadily downward 
in deterioration. Evolution declares that all nature, in- 
cluding man, moves steadily upward. The Funda- 
mentalists are right in condemning. syolution, because 
God’s Word.condemns it. is 
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A Memorable Fete 


When Christians from twelve stations of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission told what Jesus had done for them ; 


Day in Belgium 
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By Edith F. Norton | 











Not only in these reunions, but quietly at the several mission stations throughout Belgium, the work. goes on. 
From Coiirtrai comes thé account of a business man and.his wife who. came to a meeting in the Belgian. Gospel 
Mission Hall, but left it mocking and laughing and with a determination never to again. attend. such a meeting. 
Six weeks‘later the man came to a short Bible study meeting. _He tater told the workers ‘‘ I do not know how. it 
was I entered your Hall that second time ; it seemed -to meas though I was driven by an irresistible power.’’ The 
Spirit of God had spoken to him, and to-day he is praising the Lord. He visits his customers with the Bible .in 


‘hand, preaching the glad mes$age of salvation. 


His wife is not yet converted, and is an enemy of the Gospel, 


but his constant prayer is that she may yet come to the truth. 
With such opportunities as this, there is great need of funds and of proper buildings in many cities and 


towns. Some $6 


,000 a month is needed for the current work alone. 


Will you ask God what part he may want you to have in making possible the purchase of meeting-places for 


Belgians who are pleading for a place to worship 


God and to spread the Gospel? Gifts may be sent to Mr. 


Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


A gripping and helpful story of the remarkable work of the Belgian Gospel Mission is Philip E. Howard's 
book ‘*A New Invasion of Belgium. "’ It may be had from The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, at $2. 


mild August sun of Belgium looked down upon 

the courtyard of our Mission house. At Brussels, 
eighty-eight kilometers away, it was pouring rain, but 
our loving Lord had ordained a day of sunshine for 
this gathering at Bruges on the féte-day of the As- 
sumption. err. 

There is perhaps no féte of the year that is so popu- 
lar as this of the fifteenth of August, and is it not 
‘sad that this, the Belgians’ most joyous féte, should 
be based upon a falsehood, — the dogma of the corporal 
ascension into heaven of the virgin Mary, thus de- 
spoiling the Lord Jesus a little more of his unique 
office-and glory? But subtly through the centuries has 
Rome thus endeavored to take from his head the 
crown, and place it upon the head of a blessed but fal- 
lible woman. : : 

I remember in an art gallery in Venice seeing a 
striking painting of the “Presentation of Mary in the 
Temple, at the age of twelve years.” Thus art draw- 
ing its inspiration from the Church of Rome reflects 
faithfully its distorted teachings. A young Belgian 
woman with a deep Christian experience said to us, 
“Even at Christmas, when surely our thoughts should 
be supremely centered on Christ, it is the virgin Mary 
who is given most honor and glory.” : ah 
But this great féte-day of midsummer, being a uni- 
versal holiday; had been chosen by the. Director of 
the Flemish work, the Rev. W. Teeuwissen, for an 
all-day Bible conference reuniting all the stations and 
substations of the Belgian Gospel Mission in East_and 
West Flanders. From the remotest stations of East 
Ffanders it. was not possible for the Christians to 
come, but twelve centers were represented that sum- 
mer day at Bruges. 

There were groups from the stations of Antwerp, 
Lokeren, Steene, Courtrai, Oost-Roosebeke, -Selzaete, 
Eecloo, as well:-as from Zele, St. Nicholas, and Ingel- 
munster, where as yet there is-no settled work, only 
little groups of Christians who hope some day we may 
come to them permanently. 

We ourselves had come down from Brussels to 
Bruges the day before, enjoying a few hours of un- 
interrupted fellowship with the Bruges Mission house- 
hold before the memorable day should dawn. 

The summer before, the first reunion of this kind 
had been held at: Bruges, and the blessing had been so 
great that this summer of 1924 was to see the repeti- 
tion of the event; and now that the reunion of the 
second year is past, we have been so rejoiced at the 
result that we plan to have a similar gathering not 
once, but twice or three times a year in Flanders, and 
hope to inaugurate a similar movement for the Walloon 
or French stations of the Mission. 

Long before the hour of beginning (ten o’clock) the 
contingents began to arrive. Some came on foot, but 
the greater part by train, and two groups made use 
of trucks, fitted up with benches from the local Gos- 
pel hall. Well before ten o'clock the singing: began, 
and when we entered, the place was filled. It seemed, 
indeed, full to overflowing, but room was quickly 
found for late-comers, who continued to arrive from 
distant posts all through the hours of the morning. 

How fast the hours of that bright day sped: away 
into eternity! We felt we wanted to snatch the glory 
of every hour as it passed and hold fast its memory 
in our heart of hearts, so that in coming days of per- 
secution, of painful problems, of bitter temptation we 
might have the comfort of that hallowed remembrance. 

After the opening hymn, singing and prayer, there 
were messages of greeting from the Directors of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, newly returned from America. 
How eyes kindled, and tears started, at the recital of 
God’s kind leading and blessing! There followed 
next an exposition of the Epistle to the Ephesians by 
Mr. Teeuwissen. Our Brother Teeuwissen is a Hol- 
lander, and the Dutch have a way of speaking, their 
minds in language of the plainest and most unequivo- 
cal sort. So that day, in: words that blistered and cut 
and probed, those new Belgian Christians were given 
to see what is sin and how ugly and opprobious it is 
in the life of the believer. It was the preparation for 


Ors the quaint, medieval roofs of Brugés, the 
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‘tle place of worship.” 


the scene of consecration with which that day was 
to close, a 

Mr. van Puffelen, the assistant in the Flemish 
Bible School, was presiding at the morning session and 
to him was assigned the conduct of the testimony hour. 
Interspersed ‘by. bursts of such singing as one cannot 
hear outside of Flanders, the testimonies flowed on 
in an ever rising tide of blessing until the time was 
more than gone. 

The first on her feet was Emma, from Eecloo. 
We saw a fair-haired, blue-eyed Flemish maiden; we 
marked the earnest humility of her attitude during 
her testimony and when afterwards she poured out 
her heart to God in prayer. Emma sel!s or rather 
peddles shoes and ubiquitous Belgian slipp-:s from door 
to door and thus supports all her family. One day, 
as was recounted to us afterward, by the lady herself, 
she was asked in to take a cup of coffee in the home 
of a Dutch lady who lived near the frontier of Hol- 
land. This lady told us she had been attracted to the 
girl because, although she never bought her wares, 
she found her invariably agreeable and courteous. So 
ene day out of the goodness of her heart she asked the 
weary girl in for a refreshing cup of coffee. As they 
sat together at table the Dutch lady bowed her head 
in prayer. Then Emma’s secret was out: “Oh! Ma- 
dame,” she said, “do you also love Jesus? How happy 
I am to find another who loves him!” 

When Emma’s testimony was finished that day 


‘there arose the “merry-go-round” man from Courtral. 


We had heard about him before, how finding Christ 
he had felt he could no longer continue in his busi- 
ness, and was selling it out, that he might seek an- 
other more suitable. We gazed with much respect upon 
this man who was willing to give such tangible proof 
of his love for Christ. He was thoroughly enjoying 
himself, his round face shone, and whenever I caught 


-sight of him that day his round eyes and rounder 


face. (a typical merry-go-round man he was) radiated 
delight and content. 

Then there..was the little fourteen-year-old boy from 
Lokeren.. Something grips my heart as I think of 
him. - No loving mother’s hands had brushed his coat 
and adjusted his tie, when he set out on his long pil- 
grimage that day to distant Bruges, for he is the only 
Christian in his home, yet standing bravely and truly 
for his Lord.. He arose to say that day, “I am glad 
ba I know all my sins are washed away by the blood 
of Jesus. 

Then came a bright and powerful testimony from 
a young man of Oost-Roosebeke, — a young man whom 
we have known for long, who has been kicked and 
beaten for his faith,—yet stands radiantly true. 
noticed on his coat lapel a “Heart of Africa” Prayer 
Band button. Thus soon do these new converts catch 
the missionary vision. A bright testimony with a note 
of wistfulness came from a man of St. Nicholas who 
with his wife had come to share in the day of bless- 
ing. After. telling of his conversion and of the bless- 
ing he and his wife had received in the tent meetings 
the Mission had recently conducted at St. Nicholas, 
he voiced the heartfelt desire of the little group from 
St. Nicholas: “We hope the hour may soon arrive 
when in St. Nicholas the Mission may give us a lit- 
Victorine, another fourteen- 
year-old witness for Christ rose to give her testimony, 
—ringing and clear it was, with no uncertain sound. 
Her drunken, ungodly father seeks to induce this 
young Christian girl to return to the world, and he 
savagely beats her mother because of her stand for 
Christ, but she replies to his raging: “Beat and kill 
me if you will, for I am not afraid to die, knowing 
that I go to Heaven.” And this poor suffering mother, 
who knows. how to suffer for her Lord, but is unable 
to read his Word, as she is illiterate, has the comfort 
of es Victorine, her daughter, to read to her the 

ible. 

Reluctantly the-testimony meeting ceased, and little 
companies scattered through the building for lunch 
and a time of fellowship. At-two o’clock began the 
afternoon session: It was‘ primarily a time of mis- 
sionary inspiration,. A couple of. American mission- 
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aries, en route for the Congo, gave messages, and- Mr. 
van Steenberghe closed the hour with a powerful ap- 
peal for consecration, — consecration to the Lord first 
of all, then for his service here in needy Belgium, if 
he calls, or farther afield to their own Belgian Congo, 
if it is there the Lord would lead them, only his will 
at all costs. Before the audience, sat one of their own 
number, a Belgian girl, Aline d’Amour, graduate of 
our Bible school, the first Belgian Christian to go out 
from among us to the Congo. Tears flowed freely, 
as they rose to give themselves thus to Christ, “to 
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.” Close to 
twenty answered the appeal, among them some of our 
best workers, and there were others as well—the 
“merry-go-round man,” Emma from Eecloo, the*four- 
teen-year-old boy from Lokeren, the bright-faced 
young man from Oost-Roosebeke. 

We believe from that number that day we shall see 
recruits for the evangelization of Belgium, and of 
the regions beyond, and out of “temptations oft” and 
t@stings many, there shines out for our comfort the 
remembrance of that day of refreshing — fifteenth of 
August, 1924. 

BrusseEts, BELGIUM. 


A missionary in Algiers, helped and encouraged 
by Mr. Howard's book, “When nt Days Seem Dark” 
recently distributed more than forty copies in the 
stations of his mission and elsewhere. Perhaps the 
book, in these difficult days, might also be of use 
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Down from the Amazon Valley 
By Y. P. Ribeiro 




















| DESIRE to render this testimony to our Saviour 
and Lord among the numerous readers of The Sun- 
~ yo — . 

n January of 1904, at the age of eighteen, I was 
converted to God? A Baptist coluaviner was the in- 
strument used of God. As I walked on the beach 
one morning, he met me and handed me 4a tract — 
“Charles, or True Repentance.” This tract led me to 
buy a Bible and in a few more days I was baptized. 

It is of the Bible especially that I want to speak. 
The desire to drink of the things of God led me to 
learn English,— seeing the poorness of our Portu- 
guese Gospel literature. To-day, after twenty years, 
I have read His blessed Word from cover to cover 
exactly seventy-five times. My daily rate of reading 
now is six portions of the “Once a Year” plan; that 
is, six times the whole Bible in the year. I read the 
Portuguese and English Bibles alternately: the same 
portion I read to-day in the Portuguese I read to- 
morrow in the English Bible. “ 

For more than ten years I have been reading the 
book of Psalms once a month, dividing it into thirty 
equal portions. My poor mind is too meager to help 
me recount the uplifting and consolation my soul has 
derived out of this really wonderful collection of di- 
vine poetry. | 

Besides this, I think I was led of God to attach espe- 
cial attention to the book of Proverbs. For several 
years I have been reading daily one of its thirty-one 
chapters. I read the same chapter three_times over, 
with the result that I can almost-recite the entire book 
from the heart, in the Portuguese translation. Prov- 
erbs has been a_ fountain of untold blessings to my 
soul. It is the Wisdom of God (Christ) as applying 
to earthly affairs, and I am yet to find the trial, con- 
dition, or experience common to men not dealt with in 
this book. It has furnished me with many precious 
gems in dealing with sinners, backsliders, and saints; 
see the following verses for a sample: 1: 10-16; 5:21; 
10:15; 13:15; 14:12; 15:16, 17; 16:2, 4, 7; 18:10; 
20:63 24310; 26: 12; 28: 13. 

My habit of reading God’s Book is so inveterate that 
more readily I would go without my morning meal 
than the Scriptural ration from the Word. Accord- 
ingly I have read it when traveling in canoe, in the 
open, and in the scorching tropical sun; with arms and 
legs within a sack on account of the mosquitoes; suf- 
fering from toothache or headache, or hearing the 


~child crying from his bed of pain. 


Two solemn lines of truth have struck me much in 
the reading of the Bible: (1) that man is perverse; 
(2) that God is good. 

The unfathomable humility and yieldingness of the 
Lord Jesus in emptying himself of his glory in order 
to introduce into the Father’s house sinners so fpe-- 
verse and obdurate, by the sacrifice of himself, is the 
most potent attraction to my soul and the wonder of 
my spiritual delight. 

Besides the book I owe much to other books. Fore- 
most among these in helping one to grasp the salient 
divisions of the Word I place J. N. D.’s five volumes 
of “Synopsis.” I divided the set so as to get through 
it in one 
four or five times, still use it much for consultation: 
Dr. Scofield’s books have also been a great blessing 
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to me; and quite lately I have much enjoyed The Sun- 
day School Times’ standing for the Truth and its 
sound and illuminating exegesis, In the month and 
year of the War (August, 1914), having got married 
the year before, we began our permanent laboring for 
the Lord, just looking up to him to provide for our 
necessities; and being engaged in this ever since, we 
hope by God’s grace to keep on until the arising of 
the Day-Star (2 Pet. 1: 19). 

“I change not,” says Fem oy in Malachi 3:6. “The 
scripture cannot be broken,” is the verdict of Jehovah 
incarnate. We have proved the truth of this by an 
experience of twenty years. Here, at last, we can 
anchor our souls fast on the Rock of Ages. 

ParINTIUS, BRAZIL. 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 


























Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will he published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am a girl of sixteen; I have been 
a Christian for some time, and I want to be true to my 
Lord and Saviour. I have been away working for a few 
months, and when I came home there was a young stu- 
dent holding meetings in the church I attend. “It seems 
this young man became interested in me during these 
meetings, and I can truly say I cared a lot for him. 

After he left I was elected president of Society, 
and all my friends seemed to think I took up this Chris- 
tian work in order to get in contact with this young man. 
But it is not what I did it for. I thought by doing this 
I would get closer to my Lord. 

I have prayed to God to give me light on this subject. 
I want to be faithful to him, in spite of all that I am 
blamed for in this, and it pains my heart to think about it. 

Do you think it is right for me as a Christian to let a 
young man who is not converted escort me home? As he 
has to go my way in order to get to his home; it is hard 
therefore to avoid his company. I am afraid if I tell him, 
he will not attend church any more, because he seems to 
go there for my sake. 

Do you think I am doing right to think that this student 
cares for me, and do you think it will hinder my Chris- 
tian work? I do want to serve my Lord and Master with 
all my heart, and all my soul, and all my strength—A 
TROUBLED CHRISTIAN WORKER. 


EAR TROUBLED CHRISTIAN WORKER: 

You must not be troubled about what people say, 
if you are doing right! God knows youf heart, and 
can make “all things work together for good.” But, 
at your age, you must be sure you are in touch with 
the God-mind, and not be “leaning unto your own un- 
derstanding.” You may be just a bit sentimental over 
the boys, and the Devil will try to make use of that 
to reflect on your Lord, and so you must be very watch- 
ful and prayerful, so that you do not make a mistake 
in your actions, and have them misconstrued. i 

One of the weaknesses of us as girls is to think 
more of attentions from a boy than.a little attention 
means to him.» We must try to assist our boy friends, 
in their friendships with girls, and not look to our 
own hearts and imagine love when we are not old 
enough to consider such a thing seriously. When God 
leads in our affections, he never lets it interfere with 
good common sense. Do you know that is a good thing 
to pray for—the blessing of common sense! Every 
girl and boy who wishes to be of real service in the 
Master’s vineyard, can be so much more successful if 
he or she gets the blessing of real wisdom from God. 
The influence is so much stronger for him, and the 
power to lead in work for him is so much more suc- 
cessful, when under his control How often I have 
heard said of a spiritual leader in the C. E. or some 
other organization, “That fellow has a level head, he 
can have my vote!” When really it is nothing more 
nor less than one led of the Spirit. 

Let a boy take you home from your church because 
he goes your way? Yes, if mother and father do not 
object, but be sure you are the leader in all the inter- 
course and the conversation. Let direct your 
every action, and your every thought. Make it an o 
portunity to be fishing, in the name of the Lord! Fish- 
ing for a soul!) Why not win that boy to your Sav- 
iour, as you walk and talk on your way home? Let 
God rule m your companionship. Oh, that boys and 
girls would bubble over with enthusiasm in their re- 
ligious life as they do in their athletic life! Why not? 
It is vastly more important, isn’t it? 

Keep up sttch a dominating prayer life that you will 
at all times be under the control of the Spirit, and the 
Lord will take care of your love affairs, and don’t you 
be willing to take them out of his hands, for he will 
be your future happiness in this if you will let him! 
So ‘give yourself to God that he will be more to you 
than any other being. He can then direct your heart 
and its desires, and blunders and mistakes will be pre- 
vented, as well as sins. 
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its sad uncertainty as to the deity of Christ 





Dr. W. W. Keen’s “Creed and Speculation’ 


Its insidious doubt as to the truth of the Bible, and 





By Howard A. Kelly, M.D. 











Perhaps no one in America is better able to comment impartially upon the writings of the famous surgeon, Dr. 

W. W. Keen of Philadelphia, than his brother surgeon, Dr. Howard A. Kelly of Baltimore. Dr. Kelly is 

d the world around as one of the greatest surgeons and scientists of this generation. He is familiar to 

The Sunday School Times readers through his inspirational messages of whole-hearted faith in the Word of God, 
and he skows_in this article the fallacy of a belief in the Bible that questions and clouds its very fundamentals. 


INCE the death of S. Weir Mitchell, American 

surgery claims her Nestor in the person of Dr. 

W. W. Keen of Philadelphia. highly respected 
for professional skill, loved for his personal qualities, 
and my friend for nearly half a century. Dr. Keen, 
too, in his high position of seniority and authority in 
the ancient guild of surgeons has always been re- 
spected as a devout orthodox Christian by.all who 
cling to the faith “which was once delivered unto the 
saints.” I regret, therefore, to state that within the 
past two years our confidence in ovr leader. has been 
sadly shaken by two articles which line Dr. Keen up 
with those called “Modernists,” a group of men who 
would modify our faith to meet the demands of “sci- 
ence” and the spirit of this lauded Twentieth Century. 

His first article, on evolution, was delivered before 
the Crozer Theological Seminary at Upland, near 
Chester, Pa., once a stronghold of evangelical piety 
and fragrant with memories. of the saintly and be- 
loved Dr. Weston. There without any demur heard 
by the outside world-on the part of president, teaching 
staff, or students, evolution was dealt out to the stu- 
dents and the first chapters of the Bible treated as 
myths. It is not my province here to discuss this 
matter and to treat of its relation to our faith, further 
than to comment that, leaping from the subject of Dr. 
Keen’s little book, I wrote and asked him if he be- 
lieved in the virgin birth of Christ. When he an- 
swered that he did not wish to enter into a discussion, 
I reptied, “Keine Antwort ist eine Antwort” (“No an- 
swer is an answer’), an inference he rejected with 
some vehemence. 

Now, again, a little book appears from his pen en- 
titled “Everlasting Life, a Creed and a Speculation,” 
which contains the answer to my ‘query, which I here 
discuss. 

After some twenty introductory pages, covering in- 
teresting childhood recollections and the vagaries o 
the Millerites and their alleged ascension robes, Dr. 
Keen shows his attitude toward Scripture by citing 
his once childish belief “in an actual conversation in 
intelligible speech in the Garden of Eden when the 
serpent persuaded Eve to eat of the fruit,” also that 
“the Lord was justified in this and many other cruelties” 
(when the Amorites were destroyed), adding, “It never 
occurred to my mind that these stories could be really 
the legends of a primitive nomadic people, who had 
long been slaves in Egypt and were probably below 
the level of the Bedouins of to-day. It took them all 
for granted.” - 

I continue to quote to present his case more fully. 
“Could God be so vengeful as to inflict the death 
penalty for so many sins and crimes as appeared in 
the laws as they stood in the Pentateuch? Could he 
order the barbarous public stoning to death by the 
populace of a ‘stubborn and rebellious son’ who was 
also ‘a glutton and a drunkard’?” He comments in 
conclusion: “My mind passed precisely through the 
same stages so well described by Bishop Lawrence in 
his admirable little book, ‘Fifty Years’”—a _ book 
which I am sorry to say has distressed many Chris- 
tians who hoped to find a clear witness to evangelical 
truth in Bishop Brookes’ successor. Dr. Keen con- 
cludes Part I by quoting Bishop Lawrence, that now 
“we have a conception of God ten thousand times 
greater, nobler, and more spiritual than was that of 
our fathers.” 1 cannot help wondering if such a con- 
ception really does surpass Christ’s and the apostles’ 
and that of Christ’s followers down through the ages, 
or even of the Old Testament saints. 

It is true indeed that every discovery made in our 
Father’s material universe ought-to be laid at his feet 
to be blessed, and that every fresh right reading in his 
book of nature ought to enlarge our conception of the 

lories of his mind and his kingdom. But after all, 

is not the case much like that of a beloved earthly 
father? As the child comes to maturity and enters 
more fully into his father’s life in its varied relations, 
comprehension, admiration, and increasing respect are 
added, but does not the primal perfect love and fellow- 
ship after all ever surpass the addenda? It must 
either be a vast hyperbole to say that I acquire through 
these material avenues “a conception ten . thousand 
times more noble than I had before,” or it implies 
that I had not really known my Father whose infinite 
love far exceeds the sum of all the loves in his uni- 
verse. 

The booklet then relates how Dr. Keen thus 
“emerged as he [Bishop Lawrence] did into a broader, 
happier, sunny belief in the goodness, mercy, and love 
of God, into a real, glorious belief in the Atonement 
by our divine Lord: and. Saviour: Jesus Christ, who 





was ‘Son of God’ and also ‘Son of man,’” quoting 
John 2: 16 with hearty approval. 

In Part II, John 3: 16 becomes Dr. Keen’s text, and 
he proceeds to establish his orthodox belief in the 
deity of our Lord Jesus Christ by + sundry texts 
which declare that men “worshiped” him and that 
“Moreover, Jesus allowed himself to be worse 
citing the blind man in the ninth chapter of Jo 
which “was not a solitary instance in which Jesus ac- 
cepted and approved of his being worshiped, for we 
read” — and here he speaks of the first leper who came 
for cleansing and “worshiped him.” I feel as though 
my friend here were grasping rather tenuous sup- 
ports to bolster up his faith while he dynamites faith’s 
great pillars. There is no proper convincing assur- 
ance in tie joy and inward comfort Dr. Keen shares 
with Bishop Lawrence and doubtless with others who 
reject sundry basic truths of God’s Word, for feel- 
ings alone are ever but a dangerous and an untrust- 
worthy witness to the truth. > 

I am sorry also to impair the argument which ap- 
pears to my friend to uphold our Lord’s Deity based 
upon the frequent use of the word “worship” in the 
Gospels. The Greek word, proskwneo, occurs in the 
New Testament over fifty times, and means primarily 
to kiss the hand toward one in token of reverence, 
also to fall on one’s knees and touch the ground with 
the forehead as an expression of profound reverence, 
or to make a salaam. In the New Testament, it means 
to do homage or reverence; if a deeper meaning is jus- 
tified, it must- be evident from the context. When 
Cornelius, a Roman officer, threw himself at Peter’s 
feet, he only showed his strong sense that Peter was 
God’s special accredited messenger. Peter declined the 
homage as did the angel in Revelation 19:10, and 
this was Peter’s first lesson on the dignity and equality 
of all men, the practical application of his recent 
vision. e 

This meaning also becomes clear. from the Gospel 
of Mark, where we read that the leper cast himself 
at Jesus’ feet, while Matthew says he worshiped him; 
Matthew also says Jairus worshiped him, while both 
Mark and Luke tell us he fell at his feet. Neither 
of these statements differs from thé other, and not 
one states or implies a recognition of the presence of 
deity. Real worship is more evident in Hebrews, “Let 
all the angels of God worship him,” as supported by 
the context. Our English word, worship, now pretty 
well confined to the intensive meaning of a poll ren- 


‘dering its homage directly to God, still retains some- 


thing of its older significance of worthship or worthi- 
ness, whem we address an official as “your worship.” 
It is also retained in the Bible in Luke 14:10, where 
our Lord tells his disciples to take the lowest room 
at the feast, adding “then shalt thou have worship 
in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. 
There the Greek word is doxa,— glory or high es- 
teem. j 

Following these citations, Dr. Keen attacks the 
Apostles’ Creed by introducing Philip and the Eunuch 
and the Philippian jailor to prove from such abbrevi- 
ated declarations as “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be-saved,” and “I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God,” declaring that “There is no 
demand in this creed for belief in a miraculous birth.” 

Then, in an outburst of.enthusiasm, he concludes, “I 
can, therefore, take the hand ef my brother who be- 
lieves in his supernatural birth and also the hand of 
my. brother who believes in his natural birth, for I find 
nothing to warrant my demanding any— declaration 
save that Jesus Christ is the ‘Son of God’” He 
also argues that “Neither Jesus himself, nor his 
brothers or sisters, nor any of the apostles ever alluded 
to any peculiarity of his birth,” forgetting that Mat- 
thew was an apostle. : : 
’ Dr. Keen’s conclusion, printed in capital letters, is 
that “The Almighty surely could impart his Divine 
Nature at any period during the pre-natal life of our 
Lord after it had begun in the normal human man- 
ner ... and impart his Divine Nature at the very 
threshold of that wonderful life, without the inter- 
position of a human father. Either mode is a wonder- 
ful, incomprehensible mystery.” This is the sad un- 
certainty in which our author rests his case and leaves 
@ matter so vital to the salvation of this sinful world. 
“Fach individual Christian is entitled to choose which 
alternative he can best believe.” Alas! . 

Unitarians will grasp the pacific hand of fellowship, 
and so will every vague belief and cult that reckons 
Christ to have been at least a great man more or less 
inspired, but the other hand which seeks to span such 
an infinite chasm will grow cold before any simple 
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child of God. A believer in the purity of the Scrip- 
tures and their competency to guide us into all truth 
will. Jay hold: of it as evidence of a willingness to ad- 
mit that this. question is not so vital after all and that 
such alternatives are indifferent. If with the Mod- 
‘ernists we reject the virgin birth, them our Christ 
was but the Soirit-filled noblest example of the hu- 
man race, different.only in degree but not in kind from 
Spirit-filled Christians of all. ages. 

We sturdily insist that as Christ took upon him our 
flesh, his new nature, human and divine, was not as 
an accidental. property conferred upon a man, but that 
his deity and his humanity were forever commingled 
and wedded and in this way and only in this way could 
he have acted for us, our Kinsman Redeemer and have 
‘broken the power of: Satan and while he forever glo- 
rified God in this creation in which God was-so dis- 
honored: Even had this vital question of Christ’s 
paternity never been mentioned in the Gospels, we 
must inevitably have received from the ages innum- 
erable treatises declaring his deity, only then the ques- 
-tion.would not have been as to his deity but. as to the 
reality of his human nature. With the clear records 
of the Old Testament. instinct as they are with a God 
soon to be revealed among men,.and with a New Testa- 
ment saturated. with this revelation in ail its parts, 
why is the world filled with such a horde of curious 
speculations, seeking to explain away the one simple, 
natural solution recorded in Gospels and Epistles? 

Finally, I appeal to my ever dear friend Dr. Keen: 
If you see no difference between such a birth as is 
heralded in the Gospels — Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John — and such an implantation of a divine nature as 
you imagine, why break the Scriptures, and why not 
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accept the direct, logical, and convincing narratives of 
the Gospels and the doctrine accepted by all Chris- 
tians in all.ages? 

Bartrmore, Mp. 
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Three “ Three-Sixteens” 


By Mary Olmsted Lotspeich 


LTHOUGH the matchless verse that John gave 

to the world in the “3:16” of his Gospel will al- 
ways take precedence above all others, Paul gave us 
two that are worthy to be in a class with_ it. 

In his first letters to Timothy he gives us the Short- 
est Biography ever written. The story of the most 
wonderful life ever lived: told in twenty-six words, 
with nine words used as an introduction. 

And it is in the second letter to Timothy that we 
find the “how” and the “why” of the Scriptures. 

This group of three “Three-Sixteens” is one which 
all Christians should make their own and be ready to 
give as a “reason for the hope that is in us.” 


“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 


gotten Son, that whosoever believeth. in him should not 


perish, but have evérlasting life’ (John 3 : 16). 

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godli- 
ness: God» was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 
the world, received up into glory” (1 Tim. 3 : 16). 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of. God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3 : 16). 


Los ANGELES. 
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How they may be met and eliminated 





Record System 
By Louis Entzminger 














invariably meet when the installation of such a 

record system as was discucsed in the two pre- 
ceding articles is proposed. Let us face them frankly 
and see if they are tenable. 

1. The Cost.—For a school of three or four hundred, 
the supplies for twelve months will cost from fifty to 
seventy-five dollars. The cost will be greater or less 
according to the size of the school. But the use of 

record system will greatly increase the offering in 
the Sunday-school until the cost of a year’s supplies 
would be more than provided for in a few Sundays. 
In one school in which the author worked, the offer- 
ing was increased from thirty dollars per Sunday to 
a hundred and thirty dollars. The increase will not 
always be so large, but the offerings are always greatly 
increased; therefore we should consider the record 
system a financial asset rather than an expense. 

2. The Work.—Others say it takes too much work 
to keep the records. If it is a large school and has a 
paid secretary in the office, the work for the class sec- 
retaries in getting up the reports on Sunday morning 
is really not much more than is required in ysing any 
other Sunday-school record system. The permanent 
enrolment of pupils and the monthly reports are gotten 
up by the office secretary, eliminating extra work for 

*the regular secretaries of the school. In case of a 
smaller school, where the work would have to be done 
by the secretaries and superintendents, it ‘would re- 
quire from them an hour or two once a month to get 
up-these monthly reports and make out the cards for 
the new month. Surely this is not too much to ask of 
these officers_where such marvelous results accrue to 
the school. In order to use this record system, it is 
not absolutely necessary to have a paid secretary even 
in a large Sunday-school, but efficiency is much greater 
and the results more wonderful if such a secretary is 
provided, especially in the larger schools. We urge 
the larger schools to make provision for a paid sec- 
retary. We make no apology for the fact that it 
takes real and sustained work to use this system, but 
it is so exceedingly valuable that the effort put forth 
is insignificant as compared with results attained. 

3. The Time.—Many workers object to the fact that 
it takes time on Sunday morning to get up these re- 
ports. But the time required is small. The report 
for classes in the Cradle Roll, Beginners, Junior, 
and Intermediate Departments can be made up in from 
three to five minutes. By the use of the envelopes in 
the organized classes —the envelopes being distributed 
as the members of the class assemble, and the grading 
being done in unison, the teacher of the class lead- 
ing, and the envelopes gathered on the offering plates, 
as an ordinary offering would be taken, — from three 
to’ five minutes is all the time even the largest class 
would consume. The teacher proceeds with the les- 
som. The secretary or secretaries, of course, have 
to take time to make up the class report. But this does 
not delay the work of teaching. It is done during the 
teaching of the lesson by the secretary. Certainly 
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it is worth while to give as much as five minutes of the 
session of the school on Sunday morning to making up 
these reports, when it means such tremendous in- 
crease in efficiency in the work of the school. é 

Many Sunday-schools, it is to be feared, are nothing 
more than religious mass-meetings. Religious mass- 
meetings are good things, but they should not be called 
schools when they do not do school work at all. Let 
us not only have: the school graded and organized and 
apply other educational methods, let us also put in 
this system of records that will be such a lever of 
power in the teacher’s hands to secure attendance and 
punctuality and lesson preparation, preaching attend- 
ance, and the like, which can be done successfully only 
through the use of such a system of records. 


4. “Red Tape.”—There are those who cry out against 
what they call “so much red tape.” How littie seri- 
ous thought people give to the subject who. plead such 
an objection to this kind of a record system. The 

stofice in your city is an institution to which you 
will with confidence entrust your diamonds or your 
dollars for transportation from one place to another, 
and yet lose no sleep worrying about the safety and 
the -security of your jewels or money. And why? 
There. is just enough “red tape” about the postoffice 
system to make it efficient and to give you confidence 
in its ability to serve you well. Where is the manu- 
facturing concern, the store, or the bank that does 
not have more or less “red tape”? The railroad sys- 
tems, that we often find delight in criticizing, trans- 
port millions of tons of materials and millions of pas- 
sengers during the year. And, with all the criticism 
we heap upon the railroad, when we really think se- 
riously of the marvelous efficiency with which they 
perform the essential task of transportation, we can 
not but wonder how such efficiency is possible. We 
ship our goods over them without any worry. How 
is all this possible? The answer is that there is enough 
of what is popularly called “red tape” to make eff- 
ciency possible. Often the same man who uses the 
so-called “red tape” in his factory, or store, or bank, 
or insurance business, or office, will howl “red tape” 
when you put enough of it in the church to make some 
reasonable degree of efficiency possible. Let us be 
sane and sensible. Why should not the Sunday-school, 
which is setting itself to the greatest task in the world 
— teaching the Word of God to the’end that believers 
might be strengthened and built up in Christian faith 
and character, and that the lost might be won to Christ 
—why should not this institution be made as efficient 
as any business institution in the land? 

Let us remember also that this record system is 
not just a matter of credits and record cards and re- 
ports and time and work and “red tape.” It is a 
matter of character building. To go over the mat- 
ters involved in this record system, from Sunday to 
Sunday, with boys and girls at the impressionable 
period in life will impart to them lessons of life-long 
value. Those matters will include Sunday-school at- 
tendance, the importance of being on time, of making 
their offerings, having their Bibles, preparing their 
lessons, and attending the preaching services. 

To hold these impressionable young people to these 
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wholesome standards by a system of reports and grad- 
ing and giving recognition for good work, is the finest 
kind of training and aid to character building. It is 
in itself admirable teaching, though primarily devised 
as an aid to the better teaching of the lesson. In this 
day of license and loose, bolshevistic tendencies in re- 
ligion, such a system will implant early a sense of re- 
sponsibility to the group, of respect for. authority. 

It.is worth a thousand times over the time, cost, and 
effort its establishment and operation will cost. And 
no Sunday-school, regardless of its size, can get along 
without it without lowering its claim to be considered 
a faithful religious guide of the young of its com- 
munity. 

Loncwoop, FLa. eo 


The Sunday School of 
Seventy Years Ago 
By C. N. Pond 


Y SUNDAY-SCHOOL recollections, which are 

quite distinct from five years old and onward, run 
back more than seventy years. My earliest schools 
were at Hamilton’s Corners, a country district, York 
Center, and Medina village, all in Medina County, 
Ohio, and representative of the rural Middle: West. 

We lacked many features which now seem indis- 
pensable. For instance, we did not have the Inter- 
national Uniform Lesson System, with its leaflets, 
monthlies, quarterlies, and annual volumes, such as 
Peloubet’s, gathering for the common teacher in any 
school a wealth of learning and devotion from dis- 
tant centuries and countries. Nor did we have the 
Graded System, now so highly prized by many. At the 
present day one single publishing house alone has is- 
sued a million copies of something on a single lesson. 
And this and other interdenominational concerns, to- 
gether with the great Church Boards, have literally 
distributed tons and tons of lesson matter among 
schools near and remote, both prosperous and needy. 
All this was not thought of seventy years ago. Even 
The Sunday School Times, the eminent pioneer and 
leader, had not then begun to pour out its flood of 
light upon the studied Word of God. 

Similar is the department of song. Hymn, Psalm, 
and organ have been in the church for ages. But the 
mass of Sunday-school melodies we have heard and 
sung only .in later years. 

In the early day we did not have the Sunday-school 
Convention or Institute. There was no Chautauqua 
seventy years ago. No bold dreamer had then even 
projected the organizations of township, county, State, 
International, and World Assemblies, bringing new in- 
spiration not only to lone neighborhoods, but also light- 
ing up great capitals such as London, Jerusalem, Rome, 
and Washington. So, too, the inner working of the 
school itself seems to have been revolutionized. The 
organized and registered class, the Cradle Roll and 
Home Department, the Primary, Junior, and Adult 
Divisions as now seen, the temperance and missionary 
organizations, the reports and statistics, showing the 
progress of the whole mighty movement, all these 
were then still hidden in the unfolding future. 

Well, then, with all these seemingly vital elements 
lacking, did we really have a true Sunday-school sev- 
enty years ago? Was it not something else under the 
now honored name? We answer it was a genuine 
school, with power, able to save individuals, lift com- 
munities, and shed the light of heaven along the path- 
way of the pilgrims on earth. 

Let us consider a moment the actual procedure of 
those éarly days. We rode to morning church with 
our parents in a good family load. The minister read, 
prayed, and preached; the people listened, sang, medi- 
tated, and joined in the devotions. Then came the 
school of fathers, mothers, grandparents, young people, 
and children all together. We sang substantial tunes 
like Mear, Dundee, -or Rock of Ages. The superin- 
tendent was Deacon “A,” or Squire “B,” or some plain, 
) ng ey man among us whom we knew and trusted. 

« lesson was some selection of seven or more Bible 
verses, which it was common to commit to memory 
and recite to the teacher in the class. Some reason- 
able explanations were given in the class and before 
the whole school. There might be an appeal for the 
Christian life. And we had something to read. The 
era had not come of the Sunday-school paper to be 
given freely, received heedlessly, read carelessly, or 
not at all, and thrown away. But we had good library 
books to be taken home, read, cared for, and returned. 

In fact we had in those days eve ing that is es- 
sential in the most modern . We had the 
Bible, the book of the ages, with its unrivaled power 
over mind and heart. Our teachers were of the parent 
class, to whom God ‘has entrusted the world over the 
instruction of the young. We had the hymns of the 
church, poured out by hearts aglow with the experi- 
ences of redeeming love. We had special occasions 
and great celebrations which gripped our interest and 
drew out high ideals. In short, while ern improve- 
ments in Bible teaching should be highly appreciated 
yet anything that belittles the Sunday-school of sev- 
enty years ago wrongs the memory ef the fathers and 

harm to the present generation by giving er- 
roneous views of history and life, 


Oserttn, OuI0. 
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The Lesson as a Whole: 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 


O NOT fail to read and study chapter 16, al- 

though it is not in our lesson course. It is 

part of the Upper Room Discourse, and is 
too precious to be passed over. As you take up this 
appointed lesson, do not think first of all of your 
scholars’ needs, but of your own. One truth given 
to them out of your heart will be worth more than 
a score given only from your head. 


The Historical Setting 


For the general setting see the previous lesson; but 
one point calls for separate attention here, namely, the 
place where chapters 15 to 17 were spoken. At the 
close of chapter 14, Jesus said, “Arise, let us go hence.” 
Did they? There are three views on this point: 


1. That after having uttered those words, Jesus and 
his disciples, reluctant to leave the Upper Room, still 
lingered while he further charged arid encouraged 
them, and then prayed for them. 


2. That they did at that point leave the Upper Room, 
‘ and went to the Temple Courts, and that it was the 
Golden Vine there which suggested the allegory of the 
Vine, and that in that most fitting setting our Lord 
uttered his great Prayer (chap. 17). 


3. That having left the Upper Room, the latter half 
of the Discourse and the Prayer were spoken beneath 
the brightness of the Pascal moon, as together they 
went on their way to Gethsemane. 


The Expository Meaning 

Verse 1.—Christ is the whole Vine, of which Chris- 
tians are the branches (vs. 2, 5); and he is the true 
Vine, of which the natural vine is an illustration, and 
of which Israel was a type (Isa. 5). “Husbandman”: 
This word occurs nowhere else in the Gospels except 
of “og wicked husbandmen in the parable of the Vine- 
yard. 

Verse 2.—“Branch”: This word occurs in the New 
Testament only in verses 2 to 6 (Greek), and means 
vine-branch. “Jn me,” that is, in organic union with 
me; or, to all appearance in me. “He taketh away” 
what is not vitally in the Vine, and “cleanseth” what 
is. The interpretation of airo as “lifted up,’ instead 
of “taketh away,” will not do here, Take Judas as 
illustrative of the meaning. 

Verse 3.—“Now,” better, “already.” The chief part 
of their cleansing is accomplished (John 13: 10). Clean 
by justification; in need of cleansing by sanctification. 
“The Word . Spoken,” thus embraces the whole 
teaching of Christ. 

Verse 4.—‘‘Abide” —a favorite word with John. “Ye 
in me,” the cause; “I i you,” the effect; we in him 
for productiveness; he in us for power. “Of itself.” 
The branch is not the source of ‘its own productive- 
ness; neither are we. 

Verse 5.—“‘Much fruit”; compare “fruit” (v. 2), 
and “more fruit” (v. 2), and liken to “first the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” 

Verse 6.—“Cast out”; compare “taketh away” in 

_verse 2. “As the branch,” that is, the fruitless branch. 
“Men,” rather, “they”; the. passage does not say who 
they are. 

Verse 7.—Translate “ask whatsoever ye will.” Mark 
Christ’s words to us, and our words (ask) to -him. 
“It shall come to pass for you.” 

Verse 8—Not “be,” but “become disciples to’ me.” 
All Christians are not in practise disciples, 

Verse 9.—Christ’s love for us is as the Father’s 
love for him, and that love is the atmosphere in which 
the disciple should live. “Continue,” same Greek as 
“Abide” in verse 4, and “remain” in verse 11. 

Verse 10—Observe how Christ’s attitude towards 
and enjoyment of his Father are made the model and 
standard of ours towards him. 

Verse 11.—“My joy”; “your joy.” His joy is com- 
plete, but ours progresses towards. fulfilment. 

Verse 12--“My commandment”; my words (v. 7, 
Gr.) ; “my disciples” (v. 8); “my. love” (v..9); “my 
joy” (v. 11); “my friends” (v. 14); “my name” (v. 
16); “my word” (v. 20, Gr.); “my name’s sake” (v. 
a1); “my Father” (v. 23). 

Verse 14—“Whatsoever,” better “that which,’ re- 
ferring to verse 12. Friendship with Christ is based 
upon obedience. All ‘Christians are God’s children, 
but all are not hi$ friends (Isa. 41:8; Jas. 2:23). 

Verse 15.—“Servants,” that is, “bondmen” (doulous). 
This relationship does not now cease. The obedient 
servant will become the trusted friend. 


Verse 16—“Ye did not choose me” as your Mas- 
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THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES 
International Uniform Lesson.—John 15: 1-27 


Golden Text.—He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit.—John 15: § 
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Devotional Reading: Psalm 119: 9-16. 
Reference Material: John 15: 16; Galatians 5: 16-25, 
Primary Topic: Being Friends of Jesus. 
Lesson Material : John 15: 1-11. 
Memory Verse; Ye are my friends, if ye do the things which 
I command you.—John 15: 14. 
Junior Topic: The Vine and the Branches. 
Lesson Material : John'rs : x-11. 
Memory Verse: John z5: 5. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Fruit-Bearing Lives. 
Topic for Young People Adults: Union with Christ. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses I-11 


11 am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 


shall be done unto you. 8 Herein 1 is my Fath 
2that ye bear much fruit; and so shall ye m 
9 Even as the Father hath loved me 
you: abide ye in my leve. 1@If ye keep my command- 
ments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be made full. 


2Or, was ~ Many ancient authorities read that ye bear 
much fruit, and be my disciples. 


American Revisioncopyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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ter, but “J chose you” as my disciples (Luke 6: 13); 
and assigned to you a special post,— that is the: mean- 
ing of “ordained.” The purpose was that we should 
“bear fruit” that shall “abide.” In response to our 
“asking,” Christ will “do” (v. 7), and the Father 
will “give” (v. 16). 

Verse 18.—“The world” (kosmos); the whole of 
that human realm and system which is alienated from 
God. “Hate,” in strong and striking contrast to “love” 
in verse 17. “Hated me,” better, “hath hated,” not an 
isolated manifestation of feeling, but persistent, and 
abiding. “Jf” does not imply any doubt. 

Verse. 19.—The reason for the world’s hate. 

Verse 20—“Remember.” See Matthew 10:24. 
Christ looks back over his own experience, “persecuted 
. . « kept,” and anticipates his disciples’ experience, 
“they will .. —they will.” as 

Verse 21.—The world’s hatred is traced to their ig- 
norance of God. 

Verses 22-25.—The rejection of Christ’s words {v. 
a2) and works: (v. 24) is the measure of the world’s 
sin. 

Verse 25.—“Without @ cause”; gratuitously. 

Verse 26—“Who proceedeth from the Father.” 
This does not refer to the eternal profession of the 
Spirit from the Father (ek), but to his temporal mis- 
sion (para) during this Pentecostal age. 

Verse 27.—“Ye also bear witness’ (omit “shall’”’) ; 
their witness had already begun; the Spirit’s had not. 
The Homiletical Form 

(Continuation of the Lerd’s Upper Room Talk 
with His Disciples.) 
1. THE Discretes AND Curist. Verses 1-11. 


(1) Life the Power of Fruitfulness (vs. 1-3). 
v3) Abiding the Condition of Fruitfulness (vs. 
4-11). 
2. Tue DiscipLes AND ONE ANOTHER. Verses 12-17. 
(1) The Duty to Love is Enjoined (v. 12). 
(2) The Way to-Love is Exhibited (vs. 13-17). 
3. Tue Discretes AND THE Wortp. Verses 18-27. 


(1) The Hatred of the World Towards Them 
(vs. 18-25). 


2) The Witness to the World by Them (vs. 26, 
27). 


The Topical Value 


Verses 1-6.—The Vine, the Branches, and the Hus- 
bandman. Vine-wood, unlike many other woods, is 
of no use whatever-except for fruit-bearing. The 
wood of the palm-tree can be put to all kinds of use, 
but not the wood of the viné In like manner, Chris- 
tians are useless if they aré fruitless. The vine, here, 
would appear to include the whole professing Church, 
in which are the non-fruit-bearing branches, which 
shall be “taken away,” and “cast out” (vs. 2,'6); and 
the fruit-bearing branches which the’ husbandman 
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cleanses by pruning (v. 2). Every one who is really 
a Christian bears some fruit (v. 2), but it should be 
more (v. 2), and much (v. §). Fruit is not Christian 
service but Christian character (Gal. 5:22, 23). 
Verses 7, 16.—The Secret of Prayer that Gets An- 
swered. Here is an unlimited promise based on a lim- 
ited condition. ““Whatsoever ye will” (v. 7). How? 
By our abiding in his will. ' 
Verses 8, 14, 15.—Disciples, Servants, and Friends. 
e may be Christians without, in a.true sense, being 
any of these: Discipleship is connected with fruit- 


bearing (v. 8); Bondservice with subjection (v. 15); - 


= Friendship with obedience and knowledge (vs. 14, 
15). 

Verses #2-17—Love and Obedience. We do not 
usually associate these ideas, and, indeed, in the hu- 
man realm they could not be related. The difference 
lies not only in the ies, God and men, but in the 
quality of the love. This is not the love of sentiment 
but of principle, 

Verses 18-25.—The Church and The World. This 
passage does not describe the present attitude of the 
world towards the professing Church. That attitude 
now is much more one of contempt than of hate. But 
our Lord is dealing with realities, with essential truths, 
with fundamental distinctions, with opposite princi- 
ples ever in conflict. The world’s attitude towards 
Christ has ever been and is its attitude towards the 
one true living Church of God. The world has not 
changed, and the true Church cannot. 

Verses 26, 27.—Witness, Divine and’ Human. The 
Spirit of Truth and the friends of Christ; and the 
former is the power of the latter’s witness. Mark, 
it is of Christ that*both bear witness, and that witness 
is borne out of fellowship with him. 


The Practical Aim 


The victorious life is one, not of struggle, but of 
rest, or, to state it in the terms of this allegory, it 
is a life of “abiding.” The branch does not struggle 
to abide in the vine; but being vitally related, it just 
does abide, partaking of the nourishment of the root, 
and. without a struggle, bringing forth fruit. Can you 
say, “I struggled and wrestled to win it, the blessing 
that setteth me free; but when I had ceased from 
my a his peace Jesus gave unto me”? (John 
14:27. 

Remember, your church attachment and religious 
activity are not guarantees of organic union with 
Christ {v. 2). One must be “in Christ” before he can 
be, in any true sense, in the Church. 

Let it be i ord said, there never has been such 
an optimist as st. Here in the deep shadow of the 
cross he speaks about his “joy,” and his disciples’ 
“joy” (v. 11). Nothing could rob him of his glad- 
ness in Ged. Truly he sang his song in the night. 
Our times of trouble are the true tests of our trust in 


If you are a Christian, it is well you should under- 
stand that “the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God” (Jas. 4:4); that, you are commanded to “lové 
not the world” (John 2:15); and that, if you are true 
to Christ, not only will the world not want you, but 
it will hate you (vs. 18, 19). At a social function a 
lady expressed the opinion that if Jesus came to Lon- 
don to-day, he would not be treated as he was in Jeru- 
salem, but enthusiastically welcomed; and she appealed 
to Thomas Carlyle for endorsement of her view; 
whereupon that sage rasped out, “No, madam, if Christ 
came to London to-day, they would take him to New- 
gate and hang him” (see vs. 22-25). : 

The Bible sharply distinguishes between right and 
wrong, light and darkness, truth and error, the chil- 
dren of God and the children of the Devil, holiness 
and sin, Heaven and hell, God and the Devil; and it 
is useless for men to try te obliterate these distinctions. 


‘They are there, and we must frankly relate ourselves 


to them, on one side, or on the other. Be something, 
and stand somewhere definitely. 
Final Word ; 

If you have opportunity consult “The Central Teach- 
ing of Jesus Christ,” by Bernard; “The Gospel of St. 
john,” by Westcott; “St. John,” by Plummer, in the 
Cambridge Greek Testament; Maclaren’s “Expositions 
of Holy. Scripture”; Ellicott’s Commentary; and The 
Pulpit ‘Commentary. Also, Spurgeon has nine expo- 
sitions on this chapter, and fourteen, sermons. 

EpinsurcH, ScoT.ann. 


“Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” a searching 
study by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton Sem- 
inary, may be obtained BF isae The Sunday School 

alnut Street, Philadelphio, 
at $2.50 a dozen or 25 cents each, postpaid. 
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Lesson for February 1 
John 15 : 1-27 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and 
searching character. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Scroggie, 
Professor Ellis, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associ- 
ate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried as- 
signing some of the questions to different members of 
your class, and letting them see whether they can dis- 
cover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT one word expresses the theme of John’s fifteenth 
— How many times is it found in this chap- 
er ' 

2. What other word, occurring eight times, expresses the 
purpose of this kind of life of the branches in the True 
Vine? t : 

3. What other passage of Scripture throws full light on 
this same teaching of our Lord concerning the life of the 
branches in the Vine—a final revelation of the Spirit on 
this teaching of Jesus Christ? 

4 What did our Lord himself say was his ultimate pur- 
pose in this special teaching to his disciples? 

5. After revealing the secret source of this life, in the 
Vine, what two outward phases of it did Jesus make plain? 

6. What is the marked difference between the first part 
of this Discourse (chapter 14), and the second part (chap- 
ters 15 and 16)? ~- 

7. Where do we read of a greater exhibition of love than 
verse 13 speaks of? 

8 What is the Lord’s oft-repeated proof of: vital rela- 
tion to himself, the Vine? 

9. In the light of the figure of the Vine, what two alter- 
natives face every Christian? ‘ 

10. Is “bearing” fruit necessarily producing fruit? 

11. What is necessary for “abiding” or fellowship accord- 
ing to verse 10? 

12. What are the results of failure to abide in the vine? 

13. What is the instrument of cleansing? 

14. Give two Scripture passages throwing light upon the 
figure of purging the fruit-bearing branch. 

15. What results may we expect from abiding in Christ? | 

16. Suppose we ask for something apart from God's will? 

17. How did Paul express the vital relation of Christ to 
his Church? 

18. Where in this chapter does Christ, implicitly or ex- - 
plicitly claim for himself deity? 

19. How often does Christ refer to his Father here? 

pa de 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


% d 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The “Paradise Special.” —Apart from me ye can do 
nothing (v. 5). We have stopped the train this Au- 
gust morning at a way station and taken on some hun- 
dred Country Week boys. They are as noisy and as 
restless and as happy as bobolinks. Each ‘boy has a 
bunch of flowers in his hand for Mother in the down- 
town alley. They are big hydrangea blooms and 
dahlias, for the most part. Out of all the crowd only 
one boy —and he looks like a Jew, save the mark! — 
has had the head to hunt up an old tomato can and 
is taking home his flowers fresh in water. Same old 
Gideon proportion. One to the hundred! By the way, 
why don’t some of you old fellows who have income 
far beyond your need have the great sport of your 
sunset days by getting into this “Paradise Special” 
game? Beats golf to a frazzle—and you don’t fall 
over at it either. What a summer you can have tak- 
ing slum children out into the green fields! I know 
what I am talking about. For years the Iron Rose 
Class every summer took five hundred of the city’s 
poorest to the green grass of the park and filled them 
with peanuts and ice-cream. Talk about fun! Oh, 
boy! What has all this to do with the text? Every- 
thing. Apart from me ye can do nothing. ‘They don’t 
have “Paradise Specials” in China, Japan, India, or 
Islam. Only Christ-touched hearts do it in America. 
Millionaire Jones builds the “Jones Library.” Méil- 
lionaire Brown donates the land for “Brown Park.” 
Millionaire Smith puts up the “Smith Dormitories.” 
When your dollars take the tired and worn-out down- 
town mothers on the sail out on the water for a new 
life, when your dollars put the pure milk and the ice 
into the sweltering tenement, when your dollars go 
into the dark places to clothe the naked, comfort the 
distressed and put hope into misery it will be because 
Heaven is in you (Job 29: 11-16; Psa. 41: 1-3). 


My Mother.—That my joy may be in tow and that 
your joy may be made full (v. 11). en a man 
gets old and “in the way,” and his old friends have 
pretty much all gone (and age can make few new 
friends, you know), and he has to sing the sad song, 
“Nobody loves a fat man,” with the word “old” in 
place of “fat,”— yes, beloved, when that time arrives 
Age is in the market with both feet for Joy. I am 
trying to show in this lesson how Age, if he wants to, 
can put it all-over Youngster when it comes to real 
fun. Age usually has the price, and Age can buy the 
sport of which Youth has never dreamed, Not a. 
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sprouting youngster can begin to have the zést™and 
pep that the Old One who is grafted in with Christ 
can have. To illustrate, — and I offer no apology for 
it—I have a dear mother who is ninety-four years 
of age. Note I do not say “years old.” In the years 
gone by our shops were in the same yard as our home 
over in Midway. When a workman mashed his finger 
he ran to Mother Ridgway. When he was taken with 
a pain in his equator Mother had the “cholera mix- 
ture” for him. The first person the new arrivals by 
stork saw when they struck this planet was Mother. 
The last one the old folks saw as they left the planet 
was likely to be Mother. After closing their eyes 
Mother saw they were properly “laid out.” Mother’s 
whole life in Midway was one for the workmen and 
the neighbors and her numerous family. I am the 
oldest of ten.-/ What has been the result? Mother is 
enshrined like a precious jewel of love in the hearts 
of old Midway whether they can speak English or 
not. These sunset days are her most joyous days — 
perfect health, happy heart, full of pep, and interested 
in everything and knows more~local news than the 
newspaper: her children and grandchildren are all 
within a three-mile circle (Job 11:17; Isa. 46:4). 
Have you seen Robert Louis Stevenson’s prayer for 
his mother? Here it is: “Be good to the green and 
the ripe. Prepare the child for the arena. To our 
absent mother give by armfuls the last gleanings of 
the -harvest of her life, so she may go down there 
where she must go in the beauty of a serene eyening, 
not without its songs.” 


The Real Stuff.—I have called you friends (v. 15). 

hat is so rare as a daily friend, then if ever come 
perfect men, to paraphrase Lowell a little bit. Daily 
friend — at hand every morning like your newspaper. 
The real friend is a scarce article. Just run over all 
your “friends.”- Ask yourself how many you can 
pend upon. How many are “the real stuff.” How 
many if you were financially “cleaned out” would 
love you the same as ever and be even more gentle, 
and kindly toward you in the little tenement in the row 
and walking on leather than when you were in the 
“big house” on:the avenue and rolling on rubber. il- 
liam of Avon tells you in Cardinal Wolsey, “If I had 
served, my God with half the zeal: I have served my 
friend he would not in mine age have left me naked 
to my enemies” —or something like that. Jesus your 
God and King says he is your friend. Many an essay 
has been written upon “Friendship” by master hands. 
I only want to say, when certain folks talk to me about 
their “friends” I just have to laugh. I happen to have 
had some experiences of my own and I know some of 
the “friends.” Don’t you? -As Walter Scott said, 
“There is but one book,” I want to say, “There is but 
One Friend.” How about Mother and Dad and Sis 
and Jim, Uncle George, Aunt Sally, and the kids? 
They are not in the “friend” class. They are of the 
blood. They all belong. Bone of bone, They, are 
lovers. That is the way Jesus is our Friend. Great 
elder brother. I in him and he in me. Blood of my 
blood. Life of my life. “Abide in me and I in you.” 
So, old fellow, with the years coming down and the 
good income more than your needs, tie up to the real 
Friend. Listen, verse 14, “Ye are my friends, if ye 
do the things which I command you.” One command 
is this,’“My son, give me thy heart.” 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D.; Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincrpLeE or Depuction.—Train pupils 
to reason down from an accepted principle to its 
applications and implications. 











HERE are two statements gf the lesson which 

are of such far-reaching import that they carry 
implications which may be regarded as deductions be- 
cause they logically follow the acceptance of the fun- 
damental statements; and the Master in his elabora- 
tion of his lesson points out unmistakably those im- 
plications. These two statements express the vital re- 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 

a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

1. January 4.—Christ’s Triumphal Entry ..Luke 19 : 29-44 
2. January 11.—The Last Judgment ....Matthew 25 : 31-46 
3- January 18.—The Lord’s Supper ........., Luke 22: 7-30 
4. January 25.—Jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14: 1-31 
S. F 1—The Vine and the Branches ..John 15 : 1-27 
6. February 8.—Christ’s Intercessory Prayer. John 17 : 1-26 


7. February 15.—Jesus in Gethsemane .....Mark 14 : 32-42 
8. February 22.—Good Citizenship. (Temperance 

Tn. aes acetic se sccauad estevees Romans 13: 1-14 
9. March 1.—Christ Before Pilate ........ Matthew 27 : 11-31 


10. March 8.—The Saviour on the Cross ....Luke 23 : 33-46 
11. March 15.—Our Lord’s Resurrection ...... John 20: 1-18 
12. March 22.—The Forty Days and the Ascension 

Luke 24 : 13-53 


_.13-.March 29.—Closing Period of Christ’s Ministry 


39 


lation between Christ, his Father, and his followers: 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the husband- 
man”; “I am the vine, ye are the branches” — each of 
these relationships implies conditions which follow 
naturally if the vine figure is accepted. The husband- 
man prunes the vine, taking away the fruitless branches, 
and rendering more fruitful those that have not failed 
him. Again, if the vine-branch relationship exist, it 
must follow that the life of the branch is dependent 
upon, nay it is, the life of the vine, and its existence 
depends upen its constant abiding in the vine which is 
its life. Not to do so means not only uselessness (“ye 
can do nothing’) and fruitlessness, but destruction 
(“cast forth as a branch, and is withered, ... cast... 
into the fire and ... burned’). On the other hand, 
abiding in the vine means fruitfulness, which is the 
end of existence for the vine. As the Master sees it 
there is but one result to be expected if the branches 
abide in the vine; it is “fruit,” “more fruit,” “much 
fruit.”) Twice he refers to “much fruit” and makes 
it clear that the proof of our abiding in him is fruit, 
and much fruit. And the fruit-bearing branches will 
not only bring glory to the Father-husbandman, but 
with the life of Christ they will also experience his 
love and his joy, and prayer-access to the Father. Ac- 
cepting then this vital relation to the Lord, the same 
expressed by the apostle as the relation of the body to 
the Head, we can but look for the manifestations of 
the life of the vine in the fruit-bearing of the branches, 
for this is the proof of the life. 
Huntinopon,. Pa. 


Pa 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are ur not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list oF lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditious means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Mlustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
desired, 


s though some on the Golden Text are also 


needed. 


Which Was the Painter?—Apart from me ye can 
do nothing (v. 5). “I am going to paint the house,” 
said a big can of paint, waiting, already mixed, in the 
wood-shed. “No, I am going to paint it,” the paint- 
brush asserted, bristling with impatience. “You are, 
are you?” sneered the ladder, lying against the wall. 
“How far would either of you go without me?” “Or 
without me to pay the bill?” said the check-book of 
the owner of the house, in a voice muffled by the pocket 
of the coat hanging on a nail. Just then the painter 
who had overheard these proud remarks ventured to 
put in a word. “Perhaps I'd better take a holiday,” said 
he quietly. “I wonder if the house would be painted 
by the time I got back.” Even the most efficient of 
us is only a tool in the hands of the Infinite Worker.— 
From the Christian Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 

After His Money Had Gone.—If ye abide in me 
(v. 7). The other day I heard a man say he had a 
friend who was very rich, but he lost all his money 
in one great blow as a result of the War. He had al- 
ways been testifying that, thank God, he had every- 
thing in Jesus; and the people all came out to prayer- 
meeting to hear what he would say after he had lost 
all his money. He came to prayer-meeting, and said, 
“Thank God I have had Jesus in everything; and now 
I have everything in Jesus.”—From Melvin E. Trotter, 
in Record of Christian Work.. Sent by Lewis Keast, 
Ishpeming, Mich. Prize illustration. 


The Old Farmer’s Mistake.—If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and 
it shall be done unto you (v. 7). Too seldom is this 
pPrvumise claimed by Christians. Many are like the 
old farmer told about by Sir James Aikins, the Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Manitoba, in an address at a meet- 
ing held by Dr. Torrey. The old man was telling Sir 
James that he had lost his pipe. He was much per- 
turbed over the loss. Said he, “I think I will go to 
the place where I think I lost that pipe, and I will 
pray the good God to let me find it, and I think he 
will hear me, for I do not ask him for much.”—Sent 
by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


How to Spell “Joy.” —That your joy might be full 
(v. 11). Do you know how to spell “joy’? J for 
Jesus, Y for you, and nothing (O) between.—From 
W. Talbot Hindley, in a sermon. Sent by M. Toylor, 
Winnipeg, Can. 


ip’s Un i —Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends (v. 13). Friendship is never really noble, 
ripe, and mutual until on both sides it becomes un- 
consciously sacrificial. I mean this: A real friend 
bleeds for a real friend and never sees the blood.— 
From @ sermon by Dr. J. H. Jowett. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


The Meaning of “Friend.”—My friends (v. 14). 
If I become a friend of the Lord, what will be my 
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privilege? Freedom. Is there any free- 
dom like the freedom between two inti- 
mate friends? ... Do you know that the 
word “friend” comes from the same root 
as the word “free”? Do you know that 
“friend” is “freen,” the freefolk? Folk 
who have the run of the house; or, as 
Paul would say, “The people who enjoy 
the glorious liberty of the children of 
God.” “My friends”; that is, “my free 
ones with the run of the house.”—From 
a sermon by Dr. J. H. Jowett. Sent by 
W.J. Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


AM the true vine (v. 1). True, 

alethine, in contrast to alethes, its syno- 
nym, means of the very substance of 
truth. The termination inos means made 
of, as xulinos, made of wood, ostrakos, 
of earth, hyalinos, of glass. So alethinos. 
“I am the verri vine” is the old English 
translation. “The antithesis is not be- 
tween what is false and what is true,” 


says Trench, “but between what is 
imperfect and that which is _ perfect. 
So Christ is declared to be the 


true light,.not that the Baptist was false 
(John 1:9); the. true bread, not that 
the manna was false (John 6:32); the 
true vine, not that Israel did not partly 
embody the conception. Alethinos is used 
in John twenty-two times against five 
in the rest of the New Testament.” 

Without me ye can do nothing (v. 5). 
In John 1:3 it is*said of Christ without 
him (chorés, same word) was not any- 
thing made that was made. The Lord is 
creator and regenerator, head of the first 
and of the second creation. 

Choris is given in the margin the 

. Meaning, “severed from me.” horizo, 
is to sever. “Who shall sever us from 
the love of God,” writes Paul in the 
eighth of Romans, using this word, “I am 
persuaded . . . nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to sever 
us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Every branch in me that beareth not 
fruit he taketh away (v. 2). There is no 
article here. It is fruit in general. But in 
the next clause we read, “Every branch 
that beareth the fruit.” “The fruit of 
the Spirit is love,” and the various traits 
whic grow out of love (Gal. 5:22). 
‘The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness 
and righteousness and truth” (Eph. 5:9). 

He taketh away... he purgeth (v. 2). 
In the Greek there is an fms cell 9): 
kathairet. 


If @ man abide not in me, he is cast 
out (v. 6), eblethe, passive aorist, not 
future. It is no fate which is coming to 
him in the distant eternity but an accom- 
plished fact. And on the other hand he 
that hath the son hath life, even now. 


So shall ye be my disciples (v. 8), emoi 
mathetai, — for me (dative). “The 
Father seeketh such to worship him” 
(John 4: 23). ' 

New Hampton, N. H. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we do thank thee that our fruit-bearing is 
dependent upon thyself. We thank thee that 
we are not called upon to do anything apart 
from thee. Indeed, we rejoice that apart from 
thee we can dornothing. If there is anything 
in our lives to-day that is preventing us from 
quiet, trustful abiding in thee, oh, wilt thou 
take that away from us. If any of us are 
troubled about the unfruitfulness of our lives, 
Lord, wilt thou teach us how to abide as 
branches in the vine, and thus derive life and 
power and fruitfulness from thyself? So 
may we be thy disciples, and glorify our 
Father who art in heaven, In thy dear name. 
Amen, 


A Word to the Superint t.—If 
you can get a bit of grape-vine, or indeed 
any other vine, to use in illustrating this 
lesson, it will help to impress the great 
truth of the lesson upon the schogl. While 
the bit of vine is placed somewhere out 
of sight of the school, speak of the way 
in which some folks seem to show forth 
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some are helping to lead others to him. 
Then ask what makes this difference 
among us— some bearing fruit, and 
others troubled because they are not get- 
ting results for the Lord. Just then brin 
the little section of vine into view, aaa 
show how the branch is attached to it as 
a growing part of it, and that on the 
branches the fruit naturally appears at the 
proper time. Now break the branch away 
from the main. stem of the vine a little, 
but do not remove it entirely. So long as 
the branch remained in the vine, and a 
part of it, it was in a position to bear 
fruit. Now, however, it is broken away, 
and its fruitfulness spoiled. Is there any- 
thing in the life of any one of us here 
that is breaking us away from the vine? 
We ought to be simply abiding in him. 
Are we, or are we cut off by disobedience 
and unfaith? If our lives are not fruit- 
ful, why not? Let us pray. 





BEoKEN, BRANCHES 


WHICH ? 











* 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Christ liveth in me.” 

“O love that will not let me go.” 
“Beneath the cross of Jesus.” 
“Full. surrender.” 

“He knows the way.” 

“Moment by moment.” 

“My Jesus, as thou wilt.” 

“O Jesus, thou art standing.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburch.) 

“At Thy Right Hand” (160 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 23-28. 
“From God the Victory” (33 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18:1, 2, 28-35. 
“Our Strength and Savieur” (185 : 1-3). 
Psalm 92: 1, 2, 12-28. 
“O Lord God of Hosts” (164 : 1-3). 
Psalm 80 : 7-19. 
“The Way of the Righteous” (2:1, 2). 
Psalm 1 : 1-3. 
+ 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


14*FORs teaching this lesson, it will be 
well for us to read again the whole 
of that beautiful, tender farewell talk 
that Jesus gave his disciples before leav- 
ing them. 

Jesus was going back to his Father’s 
court, as he had repeatedly told them. 
Yet he was not thinking that. night so 
much of the beauties of the royal throne, 
nor even of the Joy. and glory of the 
Father’s - presence. e was thinking of 
his disciples—the little flock he was 
leaving among his enemies. 

So while he was yet with them, he 
told them how closely they were related 
to him, and how they should share his 
glory. They were familiar with vine- 
yards, and he told them that he was the 
vine and they were the branches. Think 
of it! The vine gathers life and nour- 
ishment just to pour it through the 
branches, and produce fruit through them. 
He wanted them to know that all their 
life and nourishment would come from 
him, and that he was depending on them 
as branches of the true vine to give his 
blessings to the world. So much depended 
on their understanding this close rela- 
tionship between the vine and_ the 
branches. He asked them to abide in 
him, and depend on him for all things. 

He knew how distressed they were at 
the thought of his going away from 
them, and he told them that he would 
not leave them as orphans in the world. 
But, if they loved him, and would keep 
his commandments (Love one another), 
that the Great King himself, his Father, 
would: love them, and that he and his 
Father, as the wonderful Holy Spirit, 
would come into their hearts, bringing 
his own peace and joy. : 

Jesus had been the friend of his dis- 
ciples during the years since he had 
called them to follow him. He had pro- 
vided for their needs, protected them in 
danger, healed their ye wg sd taught 
them and lovingly rebuked th In 
every way he had been their own strong, 
loving friend. He said that he loved 
them even as the Father loved him. It 
had become natural for them to look upon 
Jesus as their friend. ‘But not one of 
them perhaps thought that he was worthy 
to be called the friend of the King! But 
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one of the lovely things he told them on 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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that sad, dark night was that he would 
not call them servants any fonger, but 
that, if they would: keep -his command- 
ments, he would call them his friends, 
and tell them his Father’s plans — the 
secrets of the kingdom. As the King’s 
friends they would have the privilege of 
asking for anything in his name, and he 
would do it for them. Oh! the glorious 
liberty of the children of God! But do 
nof let us forget. to always wear the 
badge of the new order — the law of the 
Kingdom, “Love one. another as.I. have 
loved you’! * 


Curnton, S. C. 
we 
Your Class of. Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


» How Jesus empowers his. disciples: 
1. Through the abiding life: 
2. How to make sure of it. 
3. Its results — outward, inward. 











ESUS did more than just comfort his 

disciples, during that last evening they 

spent with him, in that upper room, 
even when we remember the full mean- 
ing of comfort, which is to strengthen as 
well as impart peace. John’s fifteenth 
and sixteenth chapters are given to be a 
record of how Jesus unfolded his plan to 
impart to these followers of his that 
power they had marveled over in his own 
earthly ministry. They needed — and how 
well he knew they needed — not alone a 
faith at peace with itself, but a power to 
cope with the world-task for which he was 
shortly to commission them. With this 
second need your girls will more readily 
sympathize han with the first, for few 
of them have yet experienced an acute 
sense of doubt, while all young people ad- 
mire and want power of some sort. It 
will be only your girls who have already 
accepted Christ as Lord and Saviour to 
whom this lesson will strongly appeal, but 
perhaps a glimpse of what Jesus can do 
for his own will win some other girls 
to want him for their own. 

1. How will-this needed power come? 
John 15:1-5 answers this—“I am_ the 
vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same beareth 
much fruit: for apart from me ye can do 
nothing.” Both the positive and the nega- 
tive side here, you see— “in me... much 
fruit: apart from me... nothing.” 


2. But Jesus made so clear how we may 
make sure of such “abiding” that you 
must make it plain to your girls — too 
much inclined to be visionary, and leave 
religious matters, especially, “up in the 
air,” as girls usually are. Verses 6-10 
answer that problem, as far ‘as it is our 
problem at all. Again the negative and 
the positive sides are clear — “abide not 
... withered and... burned: abide... 
it shall be done . . . much fruit.” Help 


‘| the girls to see exactly what the Master 


said in verse 7. Is not this abiding con- 
ditioned on these three things, abiding in 
him (his known will) his words abiding 
in them, and their praying to him? Surely 
there is nothing vague or indefinite about 
that. Do you know your girls well enough 
to know how well these conditions - are 
met in each life? 


3. Just as definite are the results of this 
abiding life, given in verses 11-17. Did 
not our Lord say that he had taught them 
of this abiding life that they might know 
his own-~abiding joy—the joy of real 
friendship with him, as he knew such 
friendship with the Father? Again, this 
abiding union with him would result in 
love for one another, and so in that fruit 
of love (Gal. 5:22) which proves itself 
in every human relationship. And last — 
and this is most clearly mentioned in 
John 16: 33—this abiding life results in 
victory in and over this world. Do not 
be afraid to call your girls to just this 
highest view of life in Christ Jesus. They 


want it. 
Home Study 


Using different colored pencils mark 
in your Bible (1) each “abide” and (2) 
each “fruit” in John _15, and then (3) 
each mention of the Holy Spirit (under 





any of his names) in John 14, 15, 16. 
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ohn 15°: 1-27 


Look back at your work — what impres- 
sion do you get? , 
Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Grapes”! 


Discussion: Following the figure of 
“the vine,” what would be classed as 
“fruit” in a fellow’s life at home? at 
school? at business? at play? on a trip? 
in camp? What in this fruit would indi- 
cate living connection with Christ, the 
Vine? ' 

_ Objective: “Much fruit”! 











SA*: fellows, do you like grapes? Who 
does not? I have never seen any 

who disliked grapes, It is universally 
regarded as a delicious fruit. If you 
had never tasted grapes, nor heard them 
described, you might have known they 
were by the way our Lord used 


~ them for illustration as shown in the fif- 


teenth cha of John, Would cucum- 
bers have done as well? They, too, grow 


on a vine. But cucumbers are not easily 
digested. Some poop cannot eat them 
: all, and henge slike ogee anyhow. 
ut grapes nybody can eat gra H 
they are both wholesome and digestible; 
everybody likes them, Jesus drew a pic- 
ture of the grape-vine, loaded with its 
luscious fruit, to teach you and me the 
most vital truth we could possibly learn. 
Let’s get it right now. : 
This vital truth is neatly couched in a 
triad. The first element of the triad is 
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the vine; that is, Christ, The second. is 
the branch; that is, a disciple of Christ 
(you or I). The third is the fruit; 
that is, what is produced in the disciple’s 
life. Then comes the important truth: 
the branch must be connected with the 
vine, or there will be no fruit, because 
there is nothing in the branch to produce 
fruit. The branch is merely a channel 
through which the vine sends its fruit- 

ing sap. The vine is the reservoir 
of the fruit sap. ; 

Now, fellows, that is easy to see, in the 
matter of grapes; but it is not so easy to 
see in the matter of the disciple doing 

‘ood toe the glory of God: “Herein is my 

ather glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” 
The connection with the vine is a visible 
connection, but the union of the disciple 
with the Lord is invisible. We can cut 
the living branch from the vine, see the 
vine “bleed” through the wound, and see 
the branch wither and die; yet still fail 
to see clearly the truth, until we bring 
the comparison to the third element — 
the fruit. For the vine, the fruit is 
grapes. For the disciple, the fruit is do- 
ing good “to the glory of God.” Now 
we are getting to it, fellows. 

Here are two fellows. They are dis- 
ciples of the Lord. At least, they have 
professed to be. They are members of 
the church. They are what are called 
“professing Christians.” They are much 
alike in general; upstanding, intelligent, 
clean looking fellows. -But if they are 
really connected with (“abiding in”) the 
vine, the connection is an invisible one. 
It cannot be determined by looking for 
their names on the church roll. We must 
run our eyes out on the branch and look 


for the “fruit.” Is it there? Are there 
luscious clusters of grapes? One, I no- 


tice, has discontinued his daily Bible read- 
ing so well started when he first began 
to be a Christian; the only prayer he 
makes is a very hasty one at night be- 
fore hopping into bed; Sunday-school 
and church services have become irksome 
to him; he has become expert in avoid- 
ing calls made upon him for any sort of 
self-denial; he is habitually in the com- 
pany of those who flout God’s laws and 
make fun of religion. There is no fruit. 
He is a detached branch. The vital union 
is lacking. His spiritual life is being 
starved. : 

But this other fellow, so much like the 
first one in general appearance — maybe 
not quite so. many natural endowments. 
Any fruit? Let’s see. I overheard his 
Sunday-school superintendent. say, “That 
boy is a treasure towme.” The boss at the 


There are neighbors who have felt the 
warm sunshine of his cheerful ministries. 
His mother says, “1 never have a mo- 
ment’s anxiety as to his whereabouts.” 
A lot of folks say, “He is the happiest 
young fellow I ever saw.” Is it any won- 
der that on further investigation I find he 
puts in a few moments every day. with 
his Bible and that prayer is a vital part 
of his daily schedule? Here is fruit in 
good measure. And “Herein is my Father 
glorified, . . .. so shall ye be my disciples.” 
-God blesses the world with delicious 
grapes, through his disciples. 
Greenssorno, N.C. 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of January 25) 


1. Jesus’ final words of teaching with his 
very own-—who were to carry on his work 
after his ascension — begin in John 13: 31, 
after the traitor, Judas, had left the room, 
and continue through 16 : 33. They should be 
read through, without a break, at one sitting. 

2. Jesus set them an example of service — 
the lowliest, humblest, most personal service, 
washing their feet as if he were the slave- 
servant of them all (John 13:1-20). After 
ome had concluded his last words to them 

e prayed, aloud, in their presence, for them 
and the work they must do in his name after 
he should have left them. Service, teaching, 
prayer — what an example of the methods of 
the Master-Teacher! 

3. Christ had just told them of his imminent 
departure and that one of their number should 
betray him. 

4. There are some things our hearts should 
be tremendously concerned about, yet with 
such faith in Christ’s will and power to guard 
that our concern will not degenerate into 
disconcerting worry. 


5. These should stimulate us to pray and to 





exercise an abiding faith in Christ. 


store said, “He’s one I can count on.” : 





6. The preparation of a mansion for them, 

gy. By being opened for men to enter. Jesus 
was the first man to enter heaven (Heb. 
6 : 20). 

8. Peter, John, Thomas, Philip, and, at the 
last, all (16 : 29, 30) asked questions, brought 
their problems, spoke their convictions, and 
each was met -according to his individual 
need — another method of the Master-Teacher 
who is always our Saviour-Friend as well! 


9. We are encouraged to question, with the 
expectation of receiving a satisfying answer. 
“Ask and ye shall. receive.” Let’s 4sk him 
about everything we do not understand, 
Let’s not seek informationsfrom his enemies 
about Christ’s dealing with us, and his claims. 


1o. Verse 6. Christ the Way to walk; the 
Truth to trust; the Life to live. 

11. They carried the Gospel to the known 
world (Acts 8:4), whereas Christ himself 
rarely went beyond Palestine. Believers to- 
day, with the improved means of travel and 
the printed page, can literally take the 
“good news” to thousands more than Christ 
reached in his earthly ministry. 

12, Not less than eight times do we read 
“Holy Spirit,” “Spirit of truth,’’ “Comforter,” 
not to ceunt the many personal pronouns 
that refer to the Spirit. 
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13. (1) That this Comforter would abide 
with and in the believer; (2) that he would 
never leave the believing heart; (3) that the 
world cannot receive him, not knowing him; 
(4) that he will bring to remembrance al) 
the teaching of Jesus to his followers; (5) 
guiding them into all truth; (6) not speaking 
of himself but of the Lord’s teachings; (7) 
and declaring to believers “the things that 
are to come.” 


14. His return; their knowledge of the 
Father and the Way to him; power to do 
greater works; power in prayer; the Com- 
forter; peace. 


15. The Comforter himself, 


16. About thirty hours. When Christ’s body 
was removed from the cross and placed in the 
tomb, he disappeared from the eyes of the 
world. 

17. That there are some things which, to be 
of any value to men, must be said while we 
are here> Say some of them to-day. 


18. In verse 29 he says that it is that they 
might believe when these things come to 
pass, 

19. Satan. John 12: 31 and 16: 11. 

20. In verse 31; “let US go hence,” he with 
us, and we with him, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of *’ Whole Bible Les- 

sons” on the Old Testament, running from 

October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 

ing lesson titles and Scripture references 

only, may be had from The Sunday School 

Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 

phia, at 3 cents a.copy, or $2 a hundred. 

Supplemental 

71. Feb, 8.—Conspiracy of Haman ..Esther 1-4 
72. Feb. 15.—Esther’s Conquest ...Esther 5-11 
73. Feb. 22.—The Word of God ...... Psalm 119 
74. Mar. 1.—The Vision of the Cross .Isaiah 53 
75. Mar. 8—Commission and Command 

of Jonah ........ Fiasataseseveceuds Jonah 1-4 
76. Mar. 15.—Daniel’s Wisdom ..... Daniel 1, 2 
77. Mar. 22.—Message of Malachi .... 
78. Mar. 29.—Habakkuk’s Prayer and Its 

Answer ...se- poveeseses sreuree enesckaGD,, I<9 
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How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 
Registrar of ‘the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 

Introduction é 


UILDING Jerusalem’s walls was to 
the end. of putting God’s law into 
operation, a. much more difficult matter. 
he proposal to hear the law originated 


with the people (8:1); they had given’ 


themselves to the work of building (4: 
6), had had abuses rectified (5:12), and 
had seen the evidences of God’s care 
(6716); now they desire to know more 
of God’s will. 
Historical Setting 

From the decree of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1) 
to the last reform of Nehemiah (13:6, 
30), the record is that of one movement. 
So slow were the people to yield obedi- 
ence that the movement covered a cen- 
tury. But it was necessary to God’s 
plans and purpose that the temple wor- 
ship, arranged by David and Solomon 
(12: 24, 45, 46), be, again, put in opera- 
tion. 


Geography 

The ancestral towns, scattered along 
the central ridgé north and south of Je- 
rusalem were dear to the hearts of the 
returned captives (7:73; 11:1, 2;, Ezra 
3:1). Many of those mentioned in the 
record. (11: 20-35) may be traced through 
the historic narrative from the conquest 
(Josh. 11:23) to the captivity (2 Kings 
25:21), being mentioned again and again. 


How to Study this Lesson 


Reading the Law: Israel’s true de- 
fense was God himself; its bulwarks 
were not walls but God’s law. Reading 
the law first brought penitence and then 
joy; a combination understood by such a 
man as Nehemiah was (8:10). Trace 





the growth of a knowledge of the law 
and the progress which resulted from 
such knowledge (8:13, 14; 9:3; 10:28; 
13: I-3). 

Separation: From wilderness days 
(Num. 11:4) Israel suffered because of 
alien relationships. Separation was see 
cured (1) by withdrawing from strangers 
(9:2), (2) by eliminating the “mixed 
multitude” (13:1-3), by dealing with 
those who broke the law of’ separation 
(13:23). Reading the law had made the 
issue plain (comp. 2 Cor. 6:14, 17; I 
Cor. 5: 11-13). 

Confession : Individual (9:3) followed 
by corporate confession (9: 4-38). In 
the latter is (1) adoration (vs. 5, 6); 
(2) gratitude and praise (vs. 7-15); (3) 
acknowledgment of persistent sinning 
against a gracious and merciful God (vs. 
16-35; an epitome of past history); (4) 
recognition of the legitimate results of 
an evil course (vs. 36, 37). In the future 
(Zech. 12: 10). 

Covenant: A promise made, written 
and signed (9:38), it contained only 
what the law required (10: 29-39); a 
rope of sand, as the subsequent history 
showed (13: 6-31), unable to bind them 
to the law. The people’s representatives 
signed (10:1-27) and “the rest of the 
people” acknowledged it as their act (10: 
28, 29). But compare Jeremiah 31: 33. 

Populating Jerusalem: The record 
(11:1, 2) shows why the temple and city 
had been neglected: (comp. 1:3; Hag. 1: 
2-4); attached to their own homes, even 
the security of Jerusalem’s walls did not 
attract them. To populate “the holy city” 
(1121; 1 Kings 11: 13, 32, 36) some vol- 
unteered (11:2), but most were drafted 
(11:1) and both were honorably recog- 
nized (11: 4-19). 

Dedication : The new walls, sheltering 
representatives (the tithe, see 11:1, 2) of 
a separated, confessing, and covenanting 
people, could now be dedicated (12: 27- 
43). Ezra and Nehemiah, representing 
religious and civil authority, led the com- 
panies who gave thanks. The work be- 
ing completed according to God’s will, he 
“had made them rejoice” (12: 43). 


Other Scripture 


Leviticus 20: 24-26 reveals a threefold 
separation required of Israel, each verse 
states one kind and the greatest, separa- 
tion to God, comes last in the list. Com- 
pare Daniel’s confession (Dan. 9: 4-19) 
with that of the people. 


Reference Literature 


“Manual of Bible History,” by W. G. 
Blaikie, D.D. (Nelson and Sons, New 
York, $1.75). 


Datvas, Tex. 
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For Intermediate Teachers 
By Elizabeth C. Torrey 


UR last study may be called a les- 
son in patience, persistence, and 
ayer. ange ace: f the place of prayer 
in the story should be recalled, — when 
Nehemiah saved the day so often by a 
“tiny, timely prayer.” — , =, 
« This lesson to-day is a happy climax 
to the whole narrative of the return, with 
its central thought obedience to God's 
law. The ordinances and statutes and 
commandments of the Lord were made 
fundamental to civic life. The new citi- 
zenship had as its center : 
With due formality, Nehemiah made 
reparation for a great assembly. First 
& ordered a complete record of those 
who returned, made “by genealogy.” 
This numbering seemed to be at the di- 
rection of God, and not in disobedience to 
him, as in 2 Samuel 24:10. A “collec- 
tion” was then taken; and finally, the peo- 
le were gathered together to hear the 
Word of God. This “law” was prob- 
ably translated by Ezra into the ver-| 
nacular of the day. For it was read_ 
“with an interpretation”; “and they gave | 
the sense, so that they understood the | 
reading” (8:8). The litany of “amens,” | 
the bowed heads, the pulpit or platform | 
in front,—all seem very. suggestive of 
the worship of to-day. | 
In listening to the words of the law, 
the people heard of one great feast, or- 
dained of old, that seemed especially suited | 
to the present occasion. It was the Feast 
of Tabernacles (Lev. 23: 34, 39-44; cf. | 
Zech. 14:16). They were commanded 
to make rough booths out of boughs of 
trees, and dwell in them during the days 
of the feast, as a sign that they were | 
still a nomadic people, sojourners in a 
strange land, pilgrims on a journey toward 
the heavenly country. Like our pilgrim | 
forefathers, the new colonists seemed | 
better to appreciate the simple bless- 
ings of scarcity and want, than do 
the more advanced settlers of today the 
blessings of luxury and plenty. They made 
it indeed a feast of “thanksgiving,” of 
“great gladness,” of gratitude for all the 
material blessings that God had given 





| 
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Nehemiah took this time to remind the 
listening people of the whole history of 
God’s goodness to them. It was a fitting 
climax to the ceremony of their national 
thanksgiving day, and was followed im- 
mediately by a confession of national sin, 
a purging out of heathen alliances, a re- 
establishment of the law of tithes, and 
a new insistence upon the observance of 
the Sabbath. 

As Nehemiah rehearsed before the peo- 
ple God’s wonderful leadings throughout 
their history, let us also look back and 
review the narrative from the beginning. 
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The story will be found in: all of Gen- 
esis, first half of Exodus, one-third of 
Numbers (namely, 10-84,'16, 17, 20-25), 
last seven chapters of Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, Judges; four books of Kings 
(with two of Chronicles) ; Ezra, Nehe- 
miah; with the story of Ruth added to 
Judges, and that of Esther added to Ezra 
and Nehemiah. It thus includes: (a) 
the four generations of patriarchs, to 
whom God gave his great “promise”; (b) 
the new nation’ of the-Hebrews (1) cre- 
ated (when God gave the law to Moses), 
(2) conquering *(under Joshua) cdloniz- 
ing (under the judges); ~(c) the new 
kingdom (1) created (when: the’ people 
rejected the theocracy under Samuel), 
(2) culminating (under the three kings 
of the united kingdom; (3) collapsing 
(under the kings of the divided king- 
dom). Finally, this next period (d) be- 
gins the priestly rule (hierarchy), which 
at the time of our lesson is only at its 
commencement. : 
The “law” portion ought to be famil- 
iarized just as readily: Last half of Exo- 
dus; all of Leviticus; two-thirds of Num- 
bers (including some census) ;’ first twen- 
ty-seven chapters of Deuteronomy (in- 
cluding some - recounting of history). | 
Leviticus itself, that. book wholly law, is | 
very simple in its outline: Offerings, 





Priests, Holiness; Day of Atonement; 
Holiness, Priests, Feasts. -The wonderful 


| chapter of the atonement is thus the cen- | people.” 


ter of “holiness” as well as the center 
of the whole book, with the laws of the 
sacrifices for sin before it, and the laws 
of the celebration of salvation after it. 
It is a book we must read “with an in- 
terpretation” so that we shall “understand 
the reading.” In its study at this time 
we would more fully see what a code of | 
righteousness Ezra and Nehemiah pre- 
sented to the listening people. 


Dayton, Onto. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tariton 


EACHER.—Make an ancient Bible 

scroll by pasting the ends of a long 
strip of paper on two round sticks or big 
spools, then roll and unroll, like the films 
in a kodak. 


Introduction.—God is telling us in his 
Word of a Sunday-school so large there 
was no building to hold it. ; 
It was an open-air Sunday-school in 
Jerusalem. “And all the people gathered 
themselves together” before the temple. 
There were men and women, old and 
young, and many little children. 

The superint@hdent was Ezra, who 
called the people back to the Word of 
God when the temple was built. 

There were Sunday-school teachers, 
thirteen of whom are called by name in 
Nehemiah 8: 4-7. . ; 

God has had his Bible schools since 
the days of Moses. He will ever have 
his ministers, superintendents, and teachers 
who will teach his holy Word. 

Notes on the Lesson—Who are the 
three great men in Ezra and Nehemiah? 
Zerubbabel built the temple at Jerusalem; 
Ezra the priest called the people back 
to. the study of God's law; Nehemiah 
built the walls of the city. 

Ezra was asked to teach the people the 
Word of God. The Jews announced a 
meeting to celebrate. They asked Ezra 
to bring the Bible and read to them. 

Our Bible book is made up of sixty- 
six books put together. In the days of 
Ezra they did not have all the books we 
have now, for God had not written all of 
them. Ezra’s Bible was the “Book of the 
Law,” the first five books of Moses. 
(Name them.) 

(Produce the ancient scroll, unroll, and 
explain that the Bible was not printed 
then. It was written by hand on heavy 
paper.) 

When men learned to make books, print 
them and bind them they gathered all of 
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God’s messages together and put them in 
a book like this. (Have class hold up 


Bibies. ) 
The Jews -told Ezra “to bring the 
book.” The Bible is the Book-of all 


books. We cannot worship God. with- 
out knowing his Book. 
Ezra took the scroll Bible, unrolled it, 





G. E. KEEFER, Petrolia, Ont., Canada. 





the people could see him. By his side 
were thirteen men who also taught the 
Bible. 

The people were seated on the ground, 
and when Ezra opened the scroll all the 
poe stood up. (Teach reverence for 

’s Word.) 


Ezra led the congregation to worship 
the Lord in prayer before the reading of 
the Bible, 

Ezra and his helpers explained God’s 
words. The Holy Spirit teaches men and 
women, boys atid girls, the things of God. 
He read from six in the morning until 
noon. And for seven days they met each 
morning and Ezra read out of God's 
Word and they never grew tired. They 
were hungry for “the bread of life.” 

God’s Word showed the people their 
sin, and they wept and confessed to God. 
« revival began when they honored God’s 
holy Word. 

That happened over two thousand years 
ago, but it happens to-day wherever ’s 
people love his Word and teach it. 

Memory Verses 


Cradle Roll: Nehemiah 8:50, “And 
Ezra opened the book.” 

Beginners: Nehemiah 8: 5a, “And Ezra 
opened the book in the sight of all the 
people.” 

Primary: Nehemiah 8: 5a, “And Ezra 
pened the book in the sight of all the 
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Nehemiah 8:6, “And Ezra blessed the 
Lord, the great God.” 


Fort WortH, TEx. 





Children at Home 








Ruth’s Mission Money 
By Emma Florence Bush 


¢¢] WISH I knew how to make some 

money for my mission box,” said 
Ruth wistfully, as she came home from 
Sunday-school. “We are saving money 
in our class to send a little Japanese girl 
to school. Her name in Japanese means 
‘Little Chrysanthemum’ Miss Jones said.” 

“Daddy will give you some money,” 
said mother. 

“No, we promised to earn it ourselves,” 
said Ruth. “I wish I could earn a lot, 
so the little girl could stay in ‘school 
a long time.” 

Just then she happened to look out of 
the window. “Oh, mother, look! What 
a lovely cat! She looks so frightened, 
too, and I do believe she is hungry.” 

She hurried out of the door and soon 
returned with the cat in her arms. 

“She is a valuable cat,” said mother. 
“T am sure she is some one’s pet, for 
she is an Angora.” 

Ruth ran to the kitchen for some milk 
and the cat drank it eagerly. “May I 
keep her, mother?” she asked. 

“You may take care of her,” said 
mother, “but I am very sure we shall 
see some one advertising for her, for An- 
gora cats. are worth a great deal of 
money.” 

The next night when Daddy brought 
home the paper there was an advertise- 
ment for Lady Gray, an Angora, and 
after dinner was over Daddy and Ruth 
put her in a basket and carried her to 
the house named in the advertisement. 

How glad Mrs. Burbank, the lady who 
owned her, was to see them! “I am very 
sure some one stole her,” she said, “and 
she must have gotten away from them 
and was trying to get back to me.” 

She took a crisp, new dollar bill from 
her pocketbook. “Will you buy yourself 
something as a present from me, dear,” 
she said, “for taking such good care of. 
Lady Gray?” 

Ruth’s eyes brightened, then they fell 
for a moment. “Oh, please, would you 
mind,” she asked eagerly, “if I did not 
buy something for myself? We are sav- 
ing and earning money at Sunday-school 
and I wouid like to give this, too, so the 
little Japanese girl.can go to school.” 

“Indeed, you may,” smiled Mrs. Bur- 
bank, “and you must come and see me and 
Lady Gray, and you can tell me more 
about the little girl in Japan.” 

Ruth did go many times to Mrs. Bur- 
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times with Lady Gray. One day Mrs. 
Burbank led Ruth to a pretty basket. Ina 
the basket was Lady Gray and’ three 
pretty Angora kittens. —~ 

“See, Ruth,” she said, “Lady Gray is 
going to help, too. When her kittens 
are old enough to leave her I am going 
to give you one for your very own, but 
the other two I am going to sell to some 
of my friends and the money~will go in 
the Mission Box to help keep | ‘Little 
Chrysanthemum’ in school.” 


Boston, Mass. 
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THE DR. GRIFFITH THOMAS | 
MEMORIAL’ FUND 


(AMOUNT REQUIRED $60,000.00) 


Please send for BOOKLET—with full 
rye taininga FOREWORD 
t 


REV. R. A. TORREY; D.D. 
Pray EARNESTLY, and give as. the Lorp 
may prompt you. 
Treasurers in U. S. A :— 
W.S. WILLS, 1214 Peaneylvanie Boies. 
W. P. PERCIVAL, M.D., 2100 Kirkwood Ave. 
Pasadena, Cal. 
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AT HOME 


You can earn good money at home in ir spare time 
making show cards for us. No canvassing or soliciting. 
We show you how by our new simple method. We sup- 
ply both men and women with work at home, no mat- 
ter where and pay you cash for all work com- 

ull particulars and booklet free. 





zee live, 
eted each week. F 
rite to-day. 


AMERICAN SHOW CARD SYSTEM LIMITED 


266 Adams Bailding Toronte, Canada 





INVALUABLE 
To Every Minister 
and Christian Worker 


Because our 1926 SPECIAL REFER- 
ENCE GUIDE enables you to locate any 
literature desired by subject; it brings 
to you a wealth of book information 
for the cost of only a stamp. Nothing 
like it in print. 

GET YOUR COPY AT ONCE. 
Address Service Dept. 
EVANGELICAL PUBLISHERS 
858-860 College Ave., Toronto, Canada. 




















Joux I. Brown & Son, Boston, Mass. 
HR. F. Ritchie & Co., Inc., Sales Agents, New York. 
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(=| SACRED QUARTETS 
YOR Same FOR 
moves || MEN’S VOICES 
beak Se By J. E. STURGIS and W. S. MARTIN 
ne tie A brand-new collection of 124 
age sacred quartets, man which 
@ have never before m pub- 
lished. Every one by a noted 
tment 2Sy ees composer. Carefully selected 
to fit the average voices. Fine 
for men’s chorus choirs. Clear 
type, securely bound. ‘Durable 
paper cover. Price only 60c each. 
Send for returnable copy. 
Examine it and convince yourself 
that you can find nothing better. 
THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Dept. 16-T. Eighth, Ninth & Cutter 
Cincinnati, ater 











REVIVAL SONGS 


150 REVIVAL SONGS J Qe 


But not a collection of cheap songs 


CHARLIE TILLMAN SONG BOOK CoO, 
ATLANTA, GA. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TEACHERS 
THE ILLUSTRATOR #:. 


isa monthlyS. S. lesson ma: ne that 
makes. teaching easy. the hel 
mecessary for teaching af the cost rr 4 
postage stamp per lesson! 

Don’t miss it ! Marion 
no other I like as well.” 





HAVE Y 
TRIED 


ONLY 
$1.00 


? 





Lawrance said: ‘* There is 
Sample copy free. 





b 
The. Young People’s 
e 
Prayer-Meeting 
| ‘By John W. Lane, Jr. 
February 8 The Conquest of Selfishness, 
Rom, 15 :1-7; Matt. 16 : 22-27. 
February 19. Striking Instances 
Friendliness of Jesus. John 
Luke 19 : 1-10. 
February 22. Friendliness as Expressed 
through Industrial Missions. Isa. 61 : 1-4. 
March 1. The Cost of Friendlinéss. John 15 : 


13, 14; 1 Sam. 20: 1-4, 16-42; 2 Sam. 1:3 2. 
(Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, February 1 

Christian Endeavor as an Expression of 

Friendliness (Phil. 2 : 1-11). (Chris- 

tian Endeavor Day. Decision 
Service.) 





of the 
11 3 1-113 








Mon.—Friendly study (Acts 8 : 20-35). 

Tues.—Friendly service (Isa. 41 : 6). 

Wed.—Friendiy team-work (1 Cor. 
5-10). 

Thurs.—Friendly giving (Phil. 4 : 9-20). 

Fri—Friendly benevolence (2 Cor. 8 : 


33 


1-6). 
Sat.—Friendly exhortation (Heb. 3: 
12-19). 











Hew does Christian Endeavor help us to 
‘make good friends? 

How does Christian Endeavor express 
friendliness through service. 

How can we increase in our societies the 
friendly spirit? 


OD so loved lost man that he gave 
all that man might be saved (John 
3:16). Christ -Jesus so loved his lost 
creation that he left his glory and came 
to die for it (Phil. 2: 5-11 and 1 Tim. 
1:15). rey 
To us, as followers of Christ, comes 
the command, “Love one another, as I 
have loved you” (John 15:12). And the 
Holy Spirit is ever striving to conform 
us to the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29), 
and to work out in us the willing and the 
doing of his good pleasure .(Phil. 2: 13). 
So wherever are found those who are 
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, fel- 
lowshiping with him and seeking his 
will, there will be found the truest and 
best friends. They cannot help being 
rso if Christ is in his rightful place in 
their lives. pe 


Love must always have an object. The 
love of Christ welling up in the heart 
of the believer seeks first the One who 
first loved us and then expresses itself 
toward our fellowmen. How fitting then 
is the motto of Christian Endeavorers, 
“Others.” 

Through its committees, Christian En- 
deavor helps young Christians find ways 
of expressing the love of Christ. The 
seeking out of young people who do not 





THE WLLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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Philadelphia, January 17, 1925 





Subscription Rates 
_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subsctibers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either 
e to separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 

One copy, or any. number of 
$2.00 copies less than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $7.50, 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
_for every ten paid for in a club. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 


either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 





attend church or who have not accepted 
Christ, the welcoming of strangers and 


_} visitors, the ministering to the comfort 


and enjoyment of fellow members, the 
, definite missionary program, these are 
j practical ways in which. Christian En- 


SOT AE AR EE RE ETS 


THE HOUSEWIFE 

When depressed in vitality 
nothing so quickly restores 
tone to the body as 


Scott’s Emulsion 


It is the food-tonic that 
builds up vitality and helps 


lighten the daily task. 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N.J. 24-33 
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deavor directs the thought and energy of 
its members toward others, 

This is the true attitude of disciples 
of Christ, “Whosoever will be: great 
among you, let him be your minister; 
and whosoever will be chief among you, 
pas him be your servant” (Matt. 21: 26, 
27). 

+ 4 


Since the spirit of true friendliness 
comes only from the Friend “that stick- 
eth closer than a brother,” we can have 
more of it in our lives only as we have 
more of him. The more we yield to him 
his rightful place as Lord of our lives; 
the more he will control and will radiate 
his love through us. 

Only as individual lives are deepened 
and uplifted can any society grow in true 
friendliness and usefulness, Many soci- 
eties are finding sound summer confer- 
ences an excellent. means to. this end. 
Find out what conferences near you are 
true to the Word and are lifting up the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and plan to send one 
or several of your members as delegates 
this summer, ' 


Where am'I seeking my friends, and am I 
sure they are the ones God has selected for 
me? 

Am I willing to sérve in the small, un- 
seen places, as gladly as in the prominent 
ones? ; 

Have I been letting Christ have his whole 
way with me? If not, am I willing now to 
yield myself wholly to him? 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Timely Warning of a 
Conservative Body 


FEW months ago Norman B. Har- 

rison, of St. Louis, called attention 
to the: following. recent. utterance of one 
of the most conservative Christian bodies 
in America, the National. Council of the 
Protestant Episcopal ‘Church: 

“It is paralyzing to think of the aver- 
age American. family going on from the 
rising of the sun to'the retiring hour as 
if God had no existence. Sunday is a 
day for. extra sleep, motoring, Sunday 
papers in many volumes, comic supple- 
ments, If American children are not 
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BANNER 


Price, $6.00; Postpaid 
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BANNER 


a 


Made- of the best quality felt. Red 

background with white letters, and silk 

fringe. Open Bible in center. Catalogue 

illustrating other banners sent on 
request. 


STOCKTON PRESS 
516 N. Charles St, Baltimore, Md. 


Church Pews 
map cecenwat Special 
ser govt, PYICES 
imanship, Heltsted cocsoned buabes- 
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PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates.etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, 23,Par Face: 


BRONZE TAgLETs 


Designs and Estimates Free 
o. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
and a few 
minutes’ thought 
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taught of God in the schools, and he is 
unnamed in the home, what can we ex- 
pect but at this moment the United States 
is actually developing inte a non-Chris- | 
tian nation?” 

“Can any one continue to live without 
God and not- revert to heathenism?” asks 
Mr. Harrison. No, he eannot; but, thank 
God, there are multiplying evidences 
everywhere of a mighty awakening. God 
is “hearing from heaven” the cry of his 
people. The revival of the Church is 
beginning! “Cease ye from man... be- 
hold, the Lord.’ ‘ 


‘ 
—_—— 


January 26 to February 1 


Mon.—John 15 : 1-11. 
The Vine and the Branches. 


GIST OF LESSONS 1925 FREE 


OT DOWN the names (a postcard willdo) of 120Fr 
more wuaaey School teachers or Bible class scholars 
of your acquaintance, and we will send yeu ap ine 
uctory 
tional) Lessons 


copy of Torrey’s Gist of the (Interna- 
192 - Absolutely free and postpaid. 

Order Now—Offer limited to thirty days 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORE 





READ THE BIBLE THROUGH IN 1925 


Simple, definite plan. Send 10¢ to MISS KONITZKY, 
4316 Betreviev Ayenve, Baltimore, Md. 


acannon 








Have you grasped the great cen- 
tral theme of the entire Bible ? 





The vine has no way of bearing fruit | 
except through the branches; nor has} 
Tue VINE. “Ye are the branches.” More- 
over, except the branches “drink” the sap | 
of the vine, they have “no life” in them; | 
nor have we except we “eat the flesh of | 
the Son of man, and drink his blood” 
(John 6: 53-57). How vital this rela- 
tionship! Is it, in your case? 

Prayer Succestions: Is there a fam- 
ily altar in your home? If not, ESTAB- 
LIsH IT To-pay! Pray that the family 
altar may become an indispensable part 
of every home in our Sunday School 
Times family, and of every Christian 
home in America, AND EVERYWHERE! 
Tues.—Matthew 7 : 15-29. 

Known by Our Fruit. 

The character of the fruit determines 
the character of the relationship. But 
only the Lord is able to determine ac- 
curately the character of the fruit. (See 





THE MEANING 
OF THE CROSS 


By the REV. GORDON WATT, of Edinburgh 
Author of “ The Strategic Value of Prayer.” 


Makes this very clear and precious to 
the soul. There are nine studies showing 
the meaning of the Cross in the Old Testa- 
ment, in the Gospels, in the Epistles, 
and in the Revelation, and its central 
place in salvation, victory, power and 
service is shown, 

These studies were originally given 
at the 1922 Victorious Life Conference, 
at the Moody Bible Institute, and else- 
wkere, and brought unusual blessings 
to the hearts of the listeners. 








$1, postpaid 
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Scofield’s comment on Matthew 13: 24.) 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Choir Singers! 
Ministers! 


Is Your Voice 
Worthy of | 
the Message? 


[t IS your solemn duty to cultivate your voice 
so that you can give praise to the Lord in 
fitting “ae and ay Whether you rt 
singing jorious mns of ing 
| Wad of God from our 
pulpit, a vigorous, clear, 
utiful voice is 
necessary to carry home 
your message. ou 
should have a beautiful 
voice to do your best 
work—to take your 
proper place in your 








has discovered a secret 
of scientific voice culture—the development. of 
the H gap ans If this muscle in 
our oat is Ww undeveloped, 
voice wil be week and under jo capris 
wi 
fatigued. The more you use voice, the 
more you will araie’ all po age the 
mechanism. 


AGreat Improvement Assured 


Through Professor vera my her ‘ou 
can improve your voice in volume quality. 
Your 7 clear tones will become a — 
source of inspiration td ir congregation. 

your voice does not double in beauty and 
quality, in your own opinion, we will refund 
your money. See what the Rev. J..R. Prioleau 
says about it: 

Dear Professor Feuchtinger : 


My voice is getting stronger and stronger. I 
can briag out a full tone that stirs my audi- 
ence. On the fourth Sunday of the month, I 
was preaching to about four hundred people, 
and when I had finished, the pastor : 
**Reverend Prioleau is here with a great voite. 
He will be a Beecher! He will be a ‘Talmadge! 
Me will be a Spurgeon! And he is only thirty 


years of age.’ 
I can ch three 2 da 4 a } a bers 
ing voice is develop- 
powerf 


preach ng four. My 
ing fast. 1 speak more fully, People say 


the Lord is ine hing I ak. 
REVEREND | R. PRIOLEAU, 
26 N. Nassau St., Charleston, S. C. 


**While in Illinois among old friend’ and ac- 
quaintances from whoa had been absent for 
nearly two years I was asked several times to 
preach. I did so and 7 showered with words 
of praise. It was said that coming South had 
done me so much gee. It was also said that 
1 was developing into a great preacher. I un- 
derstood, but they did not, that it was just a 
change of voice due to ye method.”’ 

C. G. MASON, Jackson, Mich. 
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And yet sooner or dater, hereafter if not’ 
here; its distinguishing character will be- 
come apparent (vs. 21-23). 


Prayer Succestions: Is there a 
weekly prayer cwcle in~ your neighbor- 
hood? Should there not be? Do you 
know how many spiritual blessings your 
community ts failing to receive because, 
not being assembled together, {ye ask 
not”? How can any Christian pray for 
or expect world-wide spiritual blessing 
who is failing to meet the conditions for 
local blessing? . Ask, THEN acT! 


Wed.—1 John 2: 1-11. Abiding by Love. 


Mere human love is not the kind re- 
ferred to here, but rather that love which 
Jesus described in Matthew 5:44, and 
which he practised in Luke 23:34. If 
any man have not: that kind ef love, at 
least in some measure, “he is none, of his” 
(Rom. 8:9). In God’s eyes the mere 
absence of love is hatred. : 

Prayer Succestions: Is there a spir- 
itual mid-week meeting in your church? 
Have you ever talked with the Lord about 
it? AND AFTERWARDS, your pastor? Have 
you merely criticized, or have you really 
endeavored to be sympathetically helpful? 
Don’t ‘pray “against” your Pastor, but 
pray ageenst his unseen adversaries (Eph. 

:12). 


Thurs.1 John 3 : 13-24. -Abiding and Asking. 
If a needy brother asks, and we refuse; 
it needn’t surprise us if God refuse when 
we ask; for he has already offered us 
his greatest gift, and if we have refused 
to receive, “how dwelleth the love of 
God” in us, towards either Go 
It is with his Son that “he ... freely 
gives us all things” (Rom, 8: 32). 

Prayer Succestions: Is there a man 
or a woman in your community who, per- 
haps somewhat “peculiar” and_ possibly 
despised by many, is fighting the battle 
of righteousness single-handed and alone? 
Pray for that one. He or she may: be 
the “salt” of your community or church. 
SEE 1 CORINTHIANS I: 27-29. 


Fri.—Rom, 8 : 24-28. The Great Helper. 


_ Outside of Christ we have nothing but 
infirmities; yea, worse, we are a bundle 
of sin. And even in Christ our infirm- 
ities (shortcomings of every kind) would 
prove an effectual handicap to our 
rayers except for the help of the Spirit. 

fould you prevail in. prayer? “Be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5: 18). 

Prayer Succestions:; Is there in your 
city a church, large or small, which has 
stood and is standing like a veritable 
Gibraltar against the dashing waves of 
}| worldliness and apostasy; a church sound 

in doctrine, warm in. experience, abun- 
dant in works? -Pray. that ere long this 
may be true of evangelical churches every- 
where. ; 


Sat.—Galatians 5 ; 22-26, Fruits of the Spirit. 


~ 





Develop Your Voice 
Your voice can be developed, too. Read 
Sabina Leipheimer’s letter. And start now to 
cultivate a beautiful voice. 


My Dear Instructor ; 

I have great faith in your couse for two rea- 
sons ;: First, because it has improved my voice 
and given me more confidence in myself,which 
I lacked. Second, your advertisement came 
as a direct answer to prayer. Now I feel that 
1 am helping more in my choir work, 

SABINA LEIPHEIMER, Sharon, Pa. 


This Book 
Free To You 


Mail the coupon below 
and receive free Professor 
Feuchtinger’s valuable 
book ‘Enter Your World.”’ 
Do not hesitate to ask. Pro- 
fessor Feuch tinger is anx- 
ious to send you his book. 
It tells you all about his 
wonderful method and the 
marvelous results obtained 
by those who have taken 
this training. Don’t delay. 
Mail the COUPON at once. 


ee 
PERFECT VOICE INSTITUTE 
1922 Sunnyside Ave., Studio 47-61, Chicago, fll. 
Dear Mr. Feuchtinger: Will you please send me 

a copy of your new free book ** Enter Your 
World’? 1 understand that this is free and that 
there is no obligation on my part. I am interested in 





© Singing ©) Speaking CO) Stammering OF] Weak Voice 


Name 
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Not “fruits,” but “fruit”; one insepar- 
able cluster, full and complete, if the 
| Spirit be not hindered or quenched,: See 
; Scofield’s note concerning these . “nine 
graces” (Ref. Bible). Also. remember 
| that in the measure that we are “filled 
with the Spirit” will we be enabled to 
| live in, walk in, and be led by the Spirit. 

Prayer Succestions: Already the last 
day of the first month of the New Year 
has come. Better take stock, and strike 
if. possible an approximate spiritual. bal- 
ance. Has the prayer hour, or the means 
of grace, or daily witnessing for Christ, 
been neglected? Pray against @ repetition 
of January's failures during February: 
Sun.—Psalm 119 : 9-16. 

’ Purity Through the Word. 

Where is the beautiful secret of it all? 
See verse 14. ‘that you had only 
one*hour daily which you could give to 


would have to forego the accumulation of 
wealth. Would you do so? 


Institute, Chicago. Pray 





the Word, but that in order to do so you 


See verse 
127. Ponder the words, “my whole heart” 
(v. 10), “rejoiced”. (v. 14), “delight” (v. 


which meets this week in the Moody Bible 
or Pastor M. 
Monsky (founder of the Evangelical So- 
ciety m Austria), who ts now visiting 
America in behalf of his great work in 
Austria. Pray for to-day’s services in 


(Lesson for Feb. 1) JANUARY 17, 1925 


Would a 9% Annuity 


Interest You ? 





Investment is Possi 


SOR many persons the 
_ safety of an investment 
is the most important feature. 
That is one reason why so 
many persons put their money 
in Savings Banks. They are 
afraid, and justly so, of the 
many investment schemes 
which have been devised to 
catch the unwary. The same 
reason prompts them to invest: 
in Liberty Bonds,:.mortgages 
and other conservative securi- 
ties: In these ‘cases, safety is 


?| assured, but the interest rate 


is low; and people are willing 
to sacrifice high rates in favor 
of assurance of safety. 
It is not necessary, however, 
to make such a sacrifice, for 
there is an investment just as 
safe as any of these where the 
rate. is much higher—some- 
times twice as high, depending 
on the age of the investor. 
This form of investment is 
known as the annuity ‘bond. 
It is not new, but has been 
available for more than half a 
century. It has elements of 
safety greater than most secu- 
rities and has many advan- 
tages which other. securities 
do not possess at all. 
In addition to the safety and 
attractive income, it -is also 
permanent, convenient, . non- 
taxable ; never depreciates in 


ishes anxiety, removes burdens. 


bonds recently said—‘“I. am 
the fortunate possessor of two 
of your annuity bonds. Itisa 
great satisfaction—the free- 


.|dom from care in regard to the 


income from it is a great relief. 
the day and I do not need to 


of it.” 


Therearetwo principal forms 
One is the 


16). True of you? of annuity bonds. : 
Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the| bond in which only one person 
annual Founder's Week Conference,| is involved and the fates for dif- 


ferent ages are given below. 


The other form is known as 
the Survivorship Bond. In this 











your church, 








One happy owner. of these: 


The check comes promptly to 


give a thought to that part 


bond, two or more persons are_ 


Safety With a Higher Rate of Return on Your 
ble on a Plan Where the 
Actual Rate of Payment is Based on 

the Age of the Investor 


mentioned as annuitants and 
the amount is paid as long as 
either person mentioned in the 
bond shall. live. 
persons, dependent one upon 
the other, desire to- protect 


Where two 


each other with annuity pay- 
ments, this is an excellent and 
popular form of bond. -Rates 


on this type of bond will be | 


cheerfully furnished on request. 
Some form of annuity bond can 


be designed to meet the needs 


of practically every investor. 
LIFE ANNUITY RATES 


(ONE PERSON) 





Age Rate | Age Rate Age Rate|Age Rate 
1 to 830-—4.0% | 51 —6.6 % |68—6.8 % | TZ—8.2% 
31 to 40—4.5% | 62—6.7% | 64—6.9 % | 783 —8.3% 

41—4.6% | 683 —5.8% |65—7.0% 168.8% 








42—4.7% | 64—5.9% |66—T7.1% |75—8.5 
43—4.8% 


19—8.9% 
47—5.2% |59-—6.4% | 71—8.1 % |80—9.0% 


Over 80—9.0% 

















50—8.5% |62—6.7% 
in determining age reckon from nearest bitthday 





By filling out the coupon below, you 
will receive without cost and without 
obligation on your part, an attractive 
booklet, ‘‘Bibles and Bonds,’’ which 


_will tell you how and why annuity 


bonds are safe, convenient, perma- 
nent, non-taxable, and will explain 
other advantages which these bonds 


possess over the average investment. 


The American Bible Society has 
been selling its annuity bonds for more 
than half a century without loss to.a 
single one of its hundreds of investors. 

Some time ago, one of the annu- 
itants wrote as follows :—‘‘I am very 


aay : -much pleased with the Bible Society 
value, eliminates expense, ‘ban-’ 


annuity bonds. The annuity is always 
promptly paid and it is a satisfaction 
to know that if the bonds should be 
lost the interest would still be paid, 
and I have perfect confidence in the 
security of the money invested.’’ 

Annuity bonds are sold in any de- 
nomination ftom $100.00 up. ~ They 
give the small as well as the large in- 
vestor the opportunity to participate 
in the financial benefits of the bonds 
and in the world-wide service of the 
Society. - 


SEND THIS COUPON NOW! 


! AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
“"" Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


: Gentlemen-: 

& =Please send me without obligation on my 
§ part your booklet No. 16C, entitled, ‘‘ bibles 
# and Bonds."’ 

4 Name ever eecerressessesesseesseseeee ovcccosens 
a 
: PGRCCSS  cdcccevecccscesse A eececeeseressescese® 
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